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MESSAGE OF THE PRINCIPAL
B.N. COLLEGE, DHUBRI, ASSAM

Lam fully gratified to learn that the Literary Society of
the Department of English of this college has been ready to pub-
lish the 4" issue of its Journal, VOICE, 2013 very shortly. This,
undoubtedly, is an outstanding success of the department to con-
tinue the publication of the Journal keeping its standard intact. |
hope the Journal will go on playing its significant role in the field
of academic interest with its gradual increase in scope and ap-
peal. I also hope that the editor of the Journal will make all eforts
to make the issue a readable one.

May the Journal play its path-finding role in the college!

a@,‘g.o;-l"a

Principal
B.N.College, Dhubri



MESSAGE OF THE PEER TEAM, NAAC
VISITING THE COLLEGE ON 11-10-2004

Whmbmhmopumwmﬁodaﬂmthmas

those who do really good
denanphummw this
'hl;’ I'K:‘ x:Ih b rith
N V‘m‘

You have been placed in this Department by God. Tend it

with care.
Vq‘{w‘«-

ABOUT LITERARY SOCIETY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
B.N. COLLEGE, DHUBRI, ASSAM

Literary Society of the Department of English of this
College was formed on 30-06-2004 with a view to the realization
of the following aims and objectives :

B Arranging Remedial Courses/Clusses and encouraging

Advanced Research/Studies.

2. Linguistic Consciousness Raising in Engﬁsh and

Vemaculars (Indian).

3 Literary and Cultural Activities-independently or in
collaboration with National/International Institute(s).

4 Social Works.

S§ Representation/Participation in National/International
congregation as far as practicable.

6. All such activities as may be necessary to attain the above
objectives and purposes,

OFFICE: Department of English, B.N. College, Dhubri, Assam.



EDITORIAL

Itisa t pleasure and pride for literary society (3f the
Department of%;:li:h, B.N. College, Dhubri to bnng out thc tm‘mh
issue of “VOICE” (2013) with its enlarged scope of investingation.
We are overwhelmed to receive the responses of the readers and.
scholars from different areas of academic ﬂudy We are hagpy

the present issue of the journal includes articles of varied in

individual wisdom, tolerance and archetype of the familial head.
Faminine Influence on Tagore is an investigation into the maki
of the world poet, Tagore which has an interest of the contempo
taste and implication.

Sylvia Plath and Kamala Das As C onff*ssona{ PoOELs:
Presents the faminine minds at work placing them'mde by side an
tries to explore the hidden recesses of the creat{ve minds, the
concerns and socio-cultural forces working behind through th
strategies of Comparative Study. Ecocritical .Reading : A{I Analysi,
gives another new dimension to the present issue of :13: )oumal.lf
introducing the recent interest of study among the literary cnti

und academic scholars. Comparative Literature : An Outline tries
to bring out the priliminary concerns of a comparative study and
its increasing need and significance in the field of academic thoughts
nnd ideas.

Understanding Terrorism and its Morality in the Light of
History presents the recent dichotomy of the ethenic/group/
individual state of compulsion and the greater human consideration
in its historical perspective and moral implication. Mega Dam and
Polities in Assam throws light into the controversial regional issue
from a diferent angle that reveals the socio-political purposes of
different groups involved in the controversy.

Robert Frost the Poet of Humanity presents the world-
famous poet in his most acclaimed appeal. Globalization and
Women studies the status of women in the contemporary world
condition. W.B. Yeats and his poems Based on Folklore and Politics
isnmdydfﬁgmodanpoetmdlhehﬂmofhislﬁshuigin.
Incluston and Qualitative Expansion in Education is an expression
of the innovative attempts and imphasis on education present time,
The Operating System : How Does It Work and Its Different Types
introduces the computer system, its functioning types and
networking in a precise manner,

| acknowledge the help and co-operation from within and
outside the college and do regret for our all sorts of lapses and
limitations. 1 request all and everybody for their corrective
information and pragmatic suggestion. We shall be glad enough it
the present issue helps the readers and scholars.

Dr. Mir Jahan Ali Prodhani
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INTERTEXTUALITY
Dr. Mir Jahan Ali Prodhani

Head, Department of English
B.N. College, Dhubri

A literary text is a highly intricate and complex linguistic
thuhn‘p:;‘::' result of the ¢ nvin,;“”’mf mmbum

, a of the common ofa
ofpopkswe'l'mhmqbofm uﬁmm
(o their referents, it can only be conventional, It is a convention
common to the entire social group which uses the language and
cam}otberuwmnimdﬂuough heredity. The system of conventions
pumcultr.loemhlugmgeiscm“mﬂy transmitted. Learning of a
language is a non-instinctive behaviour of human beings not handed
dowr;ﬁomanegewaﬁontothennxtbyhmditybuthastobe
acquired. An engineer’s son may acquire his father’s voice and
eyes through heredity but not his/her knowledge of engineering.
Sm.nlarly an Indian’s son/daughter will have no knowledge of an
!nd{an language unless he/she leamns it. We are not born with an
mstmcuole;nml-lindiorAssanmorBengali. Leaming a language
means learning the norms of social behaviour, table manners, the
ways of greetings etc. in which one grows up, In recent times the
role qf the reader has assumed enormous influence, the critical
paradigm has shifted from the author to the reader, giving the reader
u crucial and central place in the construction of meaning. The
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meanings of a given text are realized and constituted by the readers
on the basis of their knowledge of the semiotic codes which that
culture makes available for the text to signify. The readers decipher
or interpret on the basis of their knowledge of the world and their
belief- structure which allows the interpretation of references. In
other words, a text can hardly mean anything without its interaction
with a reader who constructs meaning and significance as the
reading process takes place. Aristotle was concerned about response
or reaction of a text on the reader, Longinus thought and spoke of
the “moving” power of the Sublime, the romantic critics spoke of
“affecting” the reader through writing, while Reader- Response
theory centres exclusively on what readers do when engaged in
reading process and how they do it. With the assumption that
meaning is not “given” but “constructed”, critics have beea

Abdul Malik or Bankim Chandra Chattarjee, we see there is
contemporary literature behind him. Also behind that we see the
literature of centuries through history, the literature of other
languages that were sources of influences upon English or Assamese
or Bengali literature and culture, It happens constantly and
inevitably to every literature, and therefore, it happens always to
every work literature as well. This influence and borrowing from a
text or texts from another literature and culture is called

intertextuality,

Sometimes the sound of one piece of literature reminds us§ .

of that of another and we say that this picce of literature somehow
reminds us of some work in the past or in another language or
culture. We recognize words or passages that have been borrowed
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from another work. Occasi i

Is title page a quotation &o‘:mw::: ﬁ:‘::&le}::mmalmpassagcs 2
:;::‘m\:n as epigraph. Sometimes an epigraph may appear at thce
wmc:mt:: x:oem as is the case with The Waste Land by T.S.Eliot,
i i mayappeara(ﬁxehcado!'evuychapmofanovel
intertextually may ocour when a writer refers to another writer, fo.
instance, MA'ugaret Wilson says in Trousers of Taffeta: “:l‘h ;
?ldmumblc sailor says that darkness is not for women” Tt;is is :
: cnr r:t"crence to J?scl?b Conrad’s novel Heart of Darkness This
'yp«. ormtmexnmlny is known as allusion, Incidentally, a writer
nay re atoanodnrmrkjusttoimp:mthemaderwhichfsphoncy

intertextuality implies that one work

unavoidable, i

assumes great significance in

l:::r;‘et;inon.as well as judgement. Its existence, importance, its

1 L storical nature a;xd inevitability cannot be denied. :
uman beings are iologically same in all

!hc only difference is the culture they belong to, m(;gtemydm W(:tei:;

cases, a literary text happens to be

an“d literary phenomenon that
literary experience and in



I8 but one aspect of the cultural practices of a community, and
therefore, should be considered with reference to its context for a
proper understanding. In any interpretation of a literary text, the
entire culture behind that text needs to be taken into account. For
instance, an African novel cannot be regarded on to a Japanese
context unless it is radically altered to suit that context. A literary
inlerpretation is conditioned by the reader’s knowledge of the
complex networks of discourse and behaviour within a particular
culture or community, and it is incorrect to make assumptions that
proceed from insufficient information and understanding of the
socio-cultural life of a people. Literary theories like Structuralism
und Post-structuralism have radically changed our understanding
of the very material or constructive nature of the process of writing.
We need to go much beyond the traditional domain of literary
criticism; we have to acknowledge the complex and interlocking
processes that generate ideas and meanings in different reading
communities and the manner the text is received in constituencies
with divergent demands. Any text can be written, read and
interpreted only through various institutional forms like the
publishing network and the academic world which are not literary,
though they are certainly meaning constitutive, The mode of the
production of literary text is not similar to that of cultivation or
weaving, it is very much a product of the material reality and it
represents the larger world, always enmeshed in circumstances,
time, place and society. Literature is no longer regarded as
occupying a timeless space where it reflects an already existing
idea or truth and is obscured by the changing panorama of history;
it is actively participating in a world which resists all kinds of
closure of meaning. The world and the literary text interact to create
our understanding of the world and the text, the relation being
dialectical and mutual and not one-sided and linear. Such a notion
of literature renders it impossible to understand a text divorced
from its context in history and culture,

literary wxsmmnmrefcrtooﬁmtextsmhenhamoancxmal
reality. Julia Kristeva coined the term intertextuality 10 refe.r to
this relationship of a text which includes anagram, allus.lon.
adaptation, translation, parody, pastiche, imitation, and other kmds
of transformations. Intertextuality assumes thn.t all texts in a
language necessarily refer toa repertoire of signs in that language
and could be grasped only with reference 10 the c.ox‘atext thfn
produced it. A literary text makes sense only when it is read in
relations to its context. A literary text by an author is very closely
related to his/her own life and is surrounded by many circumstances
connected with the his/ her time and culture that refer to the entire
corpus of his/her works, Futiqm.togaspthcmemgof
W.B. Yeats' The Wild Swans at Coole (l9l?).wchvctorefmh.;ck
Movement for identity, the context of Ireland in 1917. The poem
ead in relation to the other poems of Yeats to asses the

The Waste Land, a perfect example of intertextuality, interpretation
ememesunlywlnnwemfcrbackmtheallusions‘.there.
and to other aspects of the poet’s life at that point of time. We
should be aware of the fact that no writer or author dct;crm:m
meaning of his/her text and that it is not confined to o
circumscribed by his/her intentions.
Just as the author’s life has to be taken into account to mak

gense of a literary text, similarly, the society to which t.he autho_r o0
writer belongs has a major role in shaping the text and its meaning
Contemporary critics and historicists share certain bgsn
assumptions regarding the nature nflilcrary productlox'l and believ:
in the importance of the local, socio-historical und polmcal. contex
for the interpretation of literary texts. They believe that literat

ice/S
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Not only society and culture but also ideology and politics
play an important role in interpretation of a literary text. The

text involves a lot of manipulation that takes Place in order 1o install
or forestall a particular reading and critical awareness, It involves
manipulation and adjustment of power relations, and in that sense,

lives, we constantly take recourse to political moves (o fit into or
cater to a particular situation or a specific role, Every little nct of
ours involves choices and manipulation and in (hat sense, politics
permeates our lives to the core, Canon-formation iy the most
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enormous convenience and total avoidance of confusion. This will
allow us to conduct study in a discipline without cluttering up
context, contents and methodology. Boundary discipline or subject
methodologyhasalwaysappealedtohumnnnﬁndhasbecoma

'

necessity.

This is a noticeable disadvantage of an isolated methodology or
dluciplinc.\vemmtmormsrmmeboundaﬁeswovmom
this great and never-failing disadvantage. It has become necessary
for us o cross the boundaries nowadays and also that it is the
hallmark d‘thg.&hlﬁngcflll"thc i
history and of modemn ways of hin

r W 10 work well within it responsibly. We bear even
Mwmtyifm'wiﬂlmwmkhyond!hcbomyof
mw‘omdiscipﬁneandinthedomainofsomoﬂudisciplinc. If
mwishtobchistoﬁcalinmlituarymdu.itismlessand

history and pretend o apply it to our work We must learn thoroughly
what history is, what the history of history is and what are the pros
and cons of history and then choose carefully an approach that
makes for better understanding of our subject. It is an intellectual
crime, pretence, a posturing fo take some theory at random and
apply it to something at random. It is misleading and it suggests
that we know more than we actually do. It is very difficult and

Voice/8

demanding to try to erase boundaries of discipline of study and
thought which is a matter of serious responsibility and not to be
taken lightly. It is true that other points of view and other assumption
help us see a thing better than before but we cannot pretend to hold
a view point that we do not command. If we do not clearly define
our new position beyond the erased boundary of our discipline, do
not clearly identify for our audience or readership exactly which
other discipline(s) we intend to use, do not clearly define the new
limits within which we wish to examine something and do not
explain to them the new methodology we wish to apply and why,
then our work will be of no value at all. Erasing of boundaries is
noumnotamamtoffmhim,mumuuofposingmmuhmg
thatwemnot.MichelFoucmn.aywpomdcmtheodst
lhongm!lmﬁmkw,tvayimpmmmbjemwhichsho\ﬂdbe
examined and lesson should be drawn from for our own times, So,
he embarked upon a book on the subject. But in no time at all, he
Mud&themﬂydidnmkmwﬁ:ukmlnmwenmdlcﬁhis
plmwmiu-lﬁubookandlookfomymatomdycmkculm
MGmk-hMy.Hemmdwhiswojectoulywhmhchad

The concepts of boundary, erasing of boundary and
inmmulityareofmimpommcinﬂ)edmminofmmmﬁve
study. By definition, comparative study is intercultural and
inetrtextual. Its material comes from and belongs to two or more
different cultures and literary histories and traditions. It may also
have some connection with the history of our own culture, and
therefore, a reader or scholar of comparative literature must be
aware of all these concepts and constraints and responsibilities they
imply separately and together. To compare two works for no
significant reason is dishonest and fraudulent, and not a comparative
study. A comparative study must originate in experience and
perception of comparable phenomena. We must not undertake
comparison of two works of literature unless they thrust upon our
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consciousness or give clear sings of being important or we feel
that juxtaposing them will be an important activity. A Genuine
comparative study implies intrtextual, inter-literature, intercultural
or inter-historical study. Without mastering these and all other
disciplines to the extent that is necessary, we should not undertake
comparative study. In fact, what is already difficult to do within
one literature, one culture, one history and one tradition becomes
more 50 across works, across literatures, across cultures, across
history, across disciplines and many other intellectual disciplines.*

Current Approaches New Delhi: Creative books, 1989,

5. Pathak, R.S..: Comparative Poetics, New Delhi: Creative
Books, 1998,

6. Jost, Francois,: Introduction to Comparative Literature,
Indianapolis and New York,Peaus, 1974.

Voice/ 10

KIM AND INDIA

A POSTCOLONIAL APPROACH
Noor Hussain
Asstt. Professor,
Department of English
BN. College, Dhubri

Born in Mumbai in 1865, Rudyard Kipling spent several
years of his early life in India. He familiarized the English people
with India, because he had gained a rich experience of colonial
life. In fact, India is a dominant aspect in Kipling's fiction and Kim
ismmhmmnamﬁwaimofxipﬁinnwriﬁng
Kim is to portray various pictures of India, to introduce its natural
richness and show the abundance of its cultures and traditions.
While we experience in the novel the vast vistas of India, we also
feel the grasp of empire. Kipling directly took part in the colonial
situation. He was a prominent actor in the Anglo-Indian situation.
Thisdoesnm.howem.nmﬂymmmatbewnsmexclmively
political figure. As Edward Said remarked that Kipling was both
“a historical being as well as a major artist™ (Said 1994: 163). He
wrote Kim (1901) at a time when the relationship between the
British and Indian people was changing. India had already started
opposition to British rule and among the dominant British colonial
officials important changes in attitude were occurring after the 1857
rebellion. A new relationship between the British and Indians was
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evolving. Kipling was not neutral figure in this Anglo-Indian
situation. As we read the novel, we face questions such as whether
portray Indians as inferjor or somehow equal but different. This
essay is an attempt to show how Kipling has represented Kim, the
protagonist of the novel as superior and privileged when compared
with the Indian characters.

Kim is mainly concerned with the quest two
individuals—Kim, a fourteen years old Irish orphan, brought up
by Eurasian woman, and Teshoo Lama, the holy man from Tibet.
While Kim is in pursuit of ‘a great Red Bull on green field’, the
lama is in search of a River “whose nature....is that whoso baths
in it washes away all taint and speckle of sin”( p.11) and thus can

wﬁmhmoﬂdfa Kim, though a white boy, is
‘black as any native....spoke the vernacular by preference,
g hmmﬂae-m -{p.1). He

M&Mﬂ. nldngsome help ﬁom the English curator
of Lahore Museum, As Kim and the lama begin their journcy, we
are given remarkable description the Indian landscape and her
people. First they travel by train from Lahore to Umballa and from
Umballa they set out walking on the Grand Trunk Road, “the
backbone of all Hind™: “And truly the Grand Trunk Road is a
wonderful spectacle. It runs straight, bearing without crowding
India’s traffic for hundred miles——such a river of life as nowhere
else exists in the world” (p. 51).However, in the meantime Kim
gets involved in a British Secret Service plan and defeats a
conspiracy inspired by the Russians who try to stir up revoltin one
of the northern provinces. Kim acts as a messenger between
Mehbub Ali and colonel Creighton. Ali is an Afghan horse dealer

Voice/12

and works for the British. Creighton is scholarly ethnographer and
the head of the British Secret Service. Later Kim meets the other
members of Creighton’s team in the Great Game——Lurgan Sahib
and a Bengali ethnographer Hurree Babu. As Kim, and the lama
keep wandering and by the time Kim meets Creighton, it is
discovered that the boy is white, though Irish, and not a native as
he appears to be. He is sent to St. Xavier's school where his
education as white boy is to be completed. His guru the lama gets
the money for his tuition. During the holidays the lama and Kim
resume their wanderings. They confront Russian spies from whom
Kim somehow steals incriminating but the lama receives injuries.
Thus the lama and his young disciple foil the Russian plot. Soon
after this incident they fall ill. “They are healed by Kim's restorative
that through Kim he has found the River. As the novel ends Kim
returns to the Great Game, and in effect enters the British colonial
service full time”( Said 1994: 165),

It is evident from above summery of the novel that Kim
has in him inner reserves of strength and power. He seems to
understand both the English and Indian cultures, though at the
beginning of the novel he appears very much like an Indian. As a
matter of fact, as K. C. Belliappa puts it, “Kim at one level
dmmatizcsthegmwthofhxs(l(xms)nwamssofbcmgaSahlb
It is this chameleon like quality that makes him a fascinating
character who performs different roles be it a Hindu low-caste street
boy, a Mohammedan horse-boy or for that matter, a holy man’s
chela, all with supreme ease and panache” (Belliappa 1991: 90).
Hence Kim has been most suitable to imperial scheme. Even the
lama depends on Kim for support and guidance and that Kim’s
achievement is neither to have betrayed the lama’s values nor to
have let up in his work as junior spy. However, Kipling is less
interested in religion for its own sake than in local colour and in
the realities of the Great Game. Without diminishing the sincerity
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ofﬂtelnm’sseamh.xiplingﬁrmlyplwahimwiﬂxiu.ﬂw?mmon
of British rule in India. “Throughout the novel Kipling is clc?r to
show us that the lama, while a wise and good man, needs Kim's
youth, his guidance, his wits; the lama even explicitly acknowledges
his absolute, religious need for Kim, in Benares, toward the end of
chapter 9, he tells the ‘Jataka’, the parable of the young elW&
(*The Lord Himself") freeing the old elephant (Ananda) mmed
in leg-iron. Clearly, the Abbot-Lama regards Kim as his savior.
Later, after the fateful confrontation with the Russian agents who
stir up insurrection against Britain, Kim helps(and is helpec} by)
the lama, who in one of the most moving scenes of all Kipling's
ﬂoﬁoﬁm-‘ﬂﬂlﬂlhnemthymgthasmolduulivesonm‘e
lime of &n old wall." Yet Kim, reciprocally moved by love for his
ury, never abandons his duty in the Great Game. ... (Said 1994:

In fisct, Kitn appears to be a complete phenomenon. His
utum«memmammﬂa".m_

at St. Xavier's in Lucknow. The lama and Mahbub Ali are two
sources of his learning. The lama provides him with spiritual
support, while Mahbub Ali is his teacher in the Great Game. Lurgan
Sahib teaches him how to practice memory games that are a sort of
preparation for the Great Game and its related espionage work.
Actually the Empire needs one with a bicultural background, one
with a grasp of the Indian native way of life on the one hand, and a
systematic knowledge of British policies and designs on the other.
And, as Nandi Bhatia suggests, “Kim’s grasp of Indian life teaches
him to process the native culture, whereby he knows its s(mngdzs
and weaknesses, 1o react with cleverness when the sxtuauo'n
demands, appropriate the useful and dismiss .lhe rest... Kim's
knowledge of the various Indian dialects is particularly useful. It

Voice/14

provides him with the ability to translate and overcome the
tremendous handicap that colonial rulers felt in their inability to
translate for which they had to depend on the ‘unreliable’ natives™
(Bhatia 1994: 3),

Kim is represented as fairly flexible, intelligent and
tactful. He is privileged over the characters because he is central
European character who goes native, just like Marlow in Heart of
Darkness or Jim in Lord Jim. This narrative strategy becomes a
sort of mechanism for the Empire’s espionage in the world of Kim.
Kim'smiﬂhuihge(ﬂmngbhehlﬂshmdnm&glish)isamn
tooonsidcrhimhobconﬂ:esupcﬁorsideoﬂhemialdicbotomy.
Kipling exploits the character of Babu Hurree Chander to assert
his imperialist ideology. He represents Kim and his authorial
mmum'mm»ghnmaﬁwmnof
Juxtaposing Kim with Babu. Jacques Derrida’s concept of ‘binary
oppositions’ might be applied to the relationship between Kim and
Babu, Here the oppositions may be categorized as *self” and ‘other’
(Eagleton 1983: 132 ). Self becomes the privileged principle and
the *other’ its opposite. Similarly, Kipling in Kim creates a
dichotmnyofﬂwmlumdmcruled.Tbcnﬂuisﬂwprivileged
‘self” who asserts and imposes his position on the ruled ‘other’.
Accordingly, Kim is authoritative principle and Babu the excluded
opposite. In other words, Kim becomes the good guy while Babu
represents the bad guy. Kim is the Sahib while Babu his opposite,
devoid of all values of the privileged Sahibs. Thus the relationship
between Kim and Babu implies what Said called ‘hierarchy of
power’ in his pathbreaking book Orientalism. The image of the

oriental of which Babu is an example, shows the inherent inferiority
of Easterners, regardless of their education. Though Babu is leamed
in English Literature, Anthropology and Western culture in general,
his knowledge is dismissed as a ‘monstrous hybridism of East and
West" Kim becomes a Sahib but Babu does not. This is because
Babu is different from Kim in terms of race and knowledge. Kim's
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knowledge and education are relevant and useful to his situation
representing the Empire, There is an attempt throughout the novel
to subordinate the non-white to the white. Like the other heroes of
imperial fiction, Kim's actions result in victories not in defeats.
He restores India to health as the invading foreign agents are
apprehended expelled. Part of Kim’s strength is his knowledge of
the difference between him and the Indians around him. Later he
becomes explicitly aware that he is a Sahib, white man,

There is no doubt that Kim can be studied as a great
artistic creation. At the same time it is a great cultural document.
No one can overlook that it is not free from the contemporary facts,
carefully observed and even manipulated its author, Kipling’s
epresentation of the Mutiny of 1857 makes point clear. To the

represents this incident as an act of “madness’ on the part of Indians
and Kipling’s choice 1o represent through an Indian and a soldier
loyal to the British is very significant. When the lama asks about
the reason for the massacre (or Mutiny), the soldier (who is an
Indian) replies: “A madness ate into all the Army, and they turned
against their officers. That was the first evil, but not past remedy if
they had then held their hands. But they chose to kill the Sahibs’
wives and children. Then came the Sahibs from over the sea and
called them to most strict account.” (P. 47), The picture given here
of the Mutiny is one of madness and revenge. The mutineers are
described as ‘mad’ people their act as an act of *madness’. The

Voice/16

Indian resentment has been deliberately reduced to ‘madness’. “And
when Kipling has the old soldier describe the British counter-revolt
with its horrendous reprisals by white men bent on *moral’ action—
as “calling’ the Indian mutineers ‘to strict account’, we have left
mcwoddofhistolyandmmedthcwldofimperialiapolcmic.
in which the native is naturally a delinquent, the white man a stern
but moral parent and judge. Thus Kipling gives us the extreme
British view on the Mutiny, and puts in the mouth of an Indian,
Whosemorelikdymtionﬂinmdlsgﬂevedoounmmisneva
seen in the novel”. The other side of the event is never heard: the
voiecofmmsisbowdnimpaﬂiaideo!ogypumma
a cultural text and how the empire colonized the mind of the colonial
people, here the Indians.»
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BHISHMA IN THE
MAHABHARATA

A CHARACTER ANALYSIS

Dr. Ravi Khangai
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within an individual also there are different layers of personality
which are difficult to understand. We cannot paint the canvas of
life entirely black or white. It has different shades and many times
these shades cannot be expressed in words. Mahabharata tries to
capture this eteral drama of human life very effectively. ‘Bhagavad
Gita® which is a part of Mahabharata tries to explain this
complicities and intricacies of human nature as an interplay of three
*Gunas’ (qualities) i.e. ‘Sattavik’ (Good), ‘Rajasik’ ( Passion) and
“Tamasik® (Dullness). All these ‘Gunas’ are present in everybody
in different combinations. At @ particular time one of the ‘Guna’
predominates and under its influence we think and behave.
Under the influence of the *Sattavik’, man thinks good
thoughts and performs good deeds, which brings peace and

Voice/

happiness. Under the influence of the ‘Rajasik’, man is restless
and propelled into action with the selfish desires and the *‘Tamasik’
creates dullness and inertia. As these *Gunas® are present in us in
different combinations, we find that the characters in the
Mahabharata behaves differently at different times under their
influence. An extremely good person like Yudhishthira comes under
the influence of ‘Rajasik’ and ‘Tamasik' and indulges in gambling
in spite of the warning and looses everything including his wife.
Thepmsunmyismancmptwstudylhisplayof
*Sattava’, ‘Raja’ and ‘Tama’ through the character of Bhishma,
one of the important characters of the ‘Mahabharata'.
Bhshma's sacrifice for his father- Bhishma, the sage of sacrifice
and selfless service, very brave and upright, is considered as an
ideal to be followed by many. He was born to King Shantanu and
Ganga, He was named as Devavrata. Originally, he was a Vasu2,
who descended on the carth alongwith his other seven brothers
due to the curse. All his brothers escaped from the carth as their
transgression was not very severe. But Devavrata was compelled
to stay for very long years due to his sin. The message here is that
the earth is not a very pleasant place and those who are sinner had
to stay on the earth.
Devavmagmwsup.bewmuaﬁnewaxﬁmmdbeinglhemﬁy
son of king Shantanu was his successor. He was very popular
among the people of the Hastinapur2. But destiny had something
else in store. Meanwhile Ganga, Devavrata’s mother left Shantanu.
One day Shantanu got infatuated with a Nishada3 girl.
Satyavati. But Satyavati’s father put a condition that the future son
born to Satyavati will be the king after Shantanu. Shantanu was
not willing to deprive his capable son and came back aggrieved
When Devayrata came to know about this, he took initiative
and himself went to the father of Satyavati. He promised the father
of Satyawati that the son of Shantanu and Satyawati will become
the king after Shantanu. Even this did not satisfy Satyawati’s father
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mdheexpmssedfmllmmybeDevam‘ssmwilldemmd
kingdom.AlthisDevavrmtookvowthmlwwillnotmanymdso
nullified any possibility of conflict in future. This vow of reaming
celibate throughout the life was considered as a terrible vow and
sobccaunctobecaﬂedasmﬁma,mcminglhetenible.
CaﬁnqucsﬁonsariseomoﬁhismofﬂhishmmAsawince
didbehndaﬁgtntodecidcthatwhowillbeeomekingnﬁenhc
pmmlking?hwmaspomaxwousemodomlluctionofayomg
man.l(ingshipwaposiﬁonofmmdnotaprivatcpropeny
ﬂmonemluvehisdmetombody. Devavrata was wise,
lwued,vcryenpableldmininwmdaﬁnewnﬁor.ﬂchaddllhe
qmﬁﬁuofbeooaﬁngmamnmking. But by his excess of
mumamhumdmmm
Tivi eopl kingdom of Hastinapur of his capable

exploited for his sincerity and
edicati selfish relations. We find numerous such
evidences in the Mahabharata.
Amba Episode- When his half brother Vichitravirya grew up,
Blﬁshmalookthempmnsibﬂityofﬁndingbridesforhim He went
to the Swyamvarad of the daughters of the king of Kashi uninvited
and abducted the three daughters of the king. He also fought a
terrible war with the assembled suitors of the princess. Among the
suitors of the princess was king Salva, who was in love with Amba,
the eldest of the princess of Kashi. He was also defeated by
Bhishma,
His abduction of these princesses for his half-brother, spoiled
Voice/20

the life of the eldest princess Amba, who was also in love with
King Salva. Vnchnavimwﬁmdtommybcr.asshchadahudy
given her heart to somebody else. Salva also rejected her as she
was won by Bhishma after defeating him. She appealed Bhishma
mmmyhecButhaehisoathofeelibacymeinbetwccnandhc
mﬁlsed.ShecvenappealedtoParshmbmhealsofniledto
give justice to her. After failing in all the attempts she finally
immolated herself. What is important, self imposed high ideals or
life of an individual?
ltmaMmgh‘M'wwhagiﬂaﬁudw
Wmmmmwpfmmwmm
to be an exception. He should have allowed his brother 1o find a
match for himself. Being a ‘Brahmachari® why he should have
ventured info a *Swyamvara’ and invited the trouble? During
mnﬁmmmmummnﬁsmn
W%nmmmmwmm Here at
least Bhishma should have realized that, Salva have a special tender

to marry her to somebody else. Later during the ‘Rajsuya’ yagya$S
Sishupala6 criticizes Bhishma for this act. He also says that

Bhishma still kidnapped her. The Jjourney from Kashi to Hastinapur
in chariot must have taken a couple of days. During the journey
alsoBhishmseomstohavenotmadchisintemionclcartom:
princess that they were being carried to be married to Vicitravirya,
Probably the princes were under the impression that they were going
to married to Bhishma. But when after reaching Hastinapur, Amba
realized that she will be married to good for nothing Vichitrvirya,
she directly reveled her love for Salva and Bhishma sent her to
Salva. Had he reveled his intention of marrying them to Vichitrvirya
at Kashi itself, probably the situation would have not become that
complicated. However probably he became conscious about his
mistake and thereafter he settled the matches of his family member
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through other means than abducting a girl.
Gandhari- Gandhari, the princess of Gandhar was also deceived.
She became aware of the fact that she is going to married to a blind
prince only after coming to Hastinapur. Here also it was Bhishma
who took the initiative for this alliance,
Insult of Draupadi- At the time of insult of Draupadi in the assembly
of Kurus, Bhishma remained quiet. Was it not his responsibility as
an elder of the family to prevent this heinous crime? Instead he
hides behind the argument that ‘Dharma’ is subtle and throws the
ball in Udhishitira’s court.
Role during the Grest war- During the preparation of the Great
War, his attempts of stopping the war seom to be half hearted. Why
mumhmmmm-wofum
&mmmm He had lived a long

the W mmmuwumuwmm
again 1o serve the throne of Hastinapur.
His heart was with the Pandavas, but he felt duty bound to
serve the Kauravas. Why? Why he did not openly supported the
Pandavas? Probably that might have created panic in the heart of
Dhritrashtra and Duryodhana. Bhagavad Git says,

“Yad-yad acharti sresthas

tad-tad eve taro janah

sa yet parmanam Kurute

lokas tad anuvartate™
(Whatsoever a great man does, the same is done by others as well.
Whatever standard he sets, the world follows.) (* Bhagavd Gita’ S,
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Radhakrishnan P.140.)

Had Bhishma remained absent from the war, probably his
example might have been followed by the others like Dronacharya,
who was obliged to him, In the absence of these two valiant and
experienced warriors, the war would have been much less
destructive and probably there would have been no war at all.
Probably it was due to the towering personalities like Bhishma,
that many other people supported Kauravas.

He loved the Pandavas, but felt duty bound to serve Duryodhana
and finally achieved nothing positive. The futility of his life is
captured by poet Dinkar when he says,

Sadh payega kaun kam is bikhari hui lagan se”(Hindi)
(Love for the Pandavas and the service for the Kauravas, what can
be achieved by this divided loyalty) (Dinkar ‘Kurushetra® Rajpal
MMMB”}(WWW)

Conclusion- Bhishma’s life is full of many contrasts. In spite of
being ‘Brahmcahri’, (celibate) he was attached to the kingdom.
Not for the sake of personal enjoyment, but to serve it. He never
sat on the throne, but always wielded the power, It was only when
Duryodhana had grown up that his authority has diminished
considerably. The main councilors of Duryodhana were Shakuni
and Kamna. But Bhishma refuses to the reinsgo from his hand and
as a result gets into ego clashes repeatedly with Karna.

Person who lives life like an average mortal are checked
casily, as they are aware of their own limitations. But people, who
become larger than life, like living legends. are in a position to do
greater harm not only by wrong action but by inaction as well, As
Bhishma's inaction during the episode of Draupadi’s ‘ Vastraharan®
shows, By not taking strong stand against the policies of
Duryodhana, Bhishma stands partly responsible for the war and
destruction. Unreasonable devotion to our own perception of duty
can sometimes tumn into an evil.
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By trying to understand the characters in the epics we can
understand the peculiarities of the human behavior around us. Who
had not seen capable people exploited by flattering their ego!s

REFERENCES:

1. Ganguli K.M.. *The Mahabharata of Krishna-Dwaipayana
Vyasa', Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New

. ‘ : Allahabad,2005. (Hindi)
b’ m ‘I’RS. ‘Rcﬂeoﬁm and variations on The
“Mahabharata’, Sahitya Akademi, 2009.
10. Das Gurcharan ‘The difficulty of being good' Penguin,
N.Delhi 2009.

Voice/24

FEMININE INFLUENCES ON

TAGORE
Dipankar Mallick
Asstt. Professor,
Department of English
BN. College, Dhubri
& Research Scholar

NG Uy (g Rajasthom, Indlc

1t can be said in general that the influence of mothers fall
upon their sons but there was an exception in the case of
Rabindranath one reason for that was at that time, the children of
Rajas, Zamindars and very rich people grew up under the care of
domestic staff. Another reason was that Rabindranath lost his
mother at an early age, i.¢. when he was only twelve years old. The
lady who has influenced Tagore most of all after his mother, was
Kadambari Devi, the wife of his elder brother, Jyotindranath Tagore.
Rabindranath called her “Notun Bouthan”, This lady was his
companion in boyhood and also in his teenage years. Kadambari
Devi liked literature very much. Rabindranath wrote in
“Jibansamriti™; “Bouthakurani (Kadambari) had great interest in
literature, She used to read Bengali books not for passing the time,
she used to enjoy then with attention. | was her partner in her literary
activities”, Kadambari Devi helped Tagore by inspiring him to have
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interest and love for literature and she also encouraged him to write,
She was careful to see that Tagore did not boast about his writing
capabilities. Tagore wrote in “Chhelebala”: “Bouthakurani had a
strange behaviour. She would never accept that | would ever become
@ writer. She was always teasing me by saying that | would never
be able to become a writer like Biharilal Chakraborty.” Kadambari
Devi tried to arouse a grave hunger of competition in the mind of
Tagore in this way. It was Kadambari Devi who raised the level of
perception of beauty for the young Rabindranath. That perception

lease shower my eager eyes with your fountain of light™,

mm&mmmmmmilym
with the supervision of Atmaram’s daughter, Anna Toghore. Tagore
gave her the name of “Nalini” (Lotus), It was Rabindranath’s very
favourite name. The name of the heroine in his “Kabi Kahini” was
Nalini. This Nalini was the inspiration of Tagore many poems. The
poem in which he used her name was like this:

“Nalini, please listen to me, Open your eyes

Are you still asleep?

Please see, my friend, your Rabi (the sun)

Has come to your door”,

The next woman who became very attracted to
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RabindnnathandhadinﬂumoedhimwasSamachriaORmnpo.
When Rabindranath started on his Journey for South America at
quite an advanced age in l924,littIedidheimginelhauhisjomncy
held in store for him one of the most wonderful experiences of his
life, that he would meet a woman usually gifted, accomplished, at
the same time deeply devoted to him. She was the source of
inspiration forsomeoflbeﬁncstpoetry.Au through Tagore’s stay
alA:geminaahepmvidedShcllcr.comfmmdpuceandmewmry
mdailingpoet.mstotyof'l‘agure'slifemdworkswouldbc
incomplete without a mention of Victoria Okampo. Tagore was
inspired by the woman who combined beauty with intellect in

You smiled and shook your head,

And I understand you wanted to say

What’s in a name?

Is there nothing else?

Your identity is in your smile™,

(Foreign Flower).

The last poems that Tagore wrote for Victoria is in the poetry
book “Sesh Lekha". She was very devoted 1o Tagore and written
books and articles and had also given lectures about Tagore. It is
true that the love which than tormented Victoria was not that which
Tagore spoke of in his poems. Hers was a love very much of the
body and the senses, bound 10 this earth. She was a captive in a
maze from which Tagore’s poetry brought liberation through tears,
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The poetry of Tagore helped her to reach out of those
treasures of youth which were actually fetters shacking her within
their fold. She speaks of the poet, who was bringing her the gift of
tears, as not even the closest friend would have been able to do. It
was a release for her to know about the God of Tagore who was
not revengeful or demanding, but merciful and magnanimous, who
did not keep her cramped but allowed complete freedom, freedom
even to forget Him. Yet she would ever seek Him through love.

She acknowledge the debt she owed to two sons of India,
viz; Gandhiji and Tagore. They opened for her the doors of
perception to reality. By reality she meant that the triviality of the
finite and the emptiness of the infinite were false appearances. The
senses have their limits, but the heart has not. One can have joy of

tai mwumubwummm

t Victoria had a greater opportunity to know
nor had she yet blossomed in the full splendour of her
capabilities and accomplishments. S0 one may wonder whether
Tagore could understand her for what she really was. There were
instances when Tagore misinterpreted Victoria’s action and
behaviour, Thus he mistook her shyness and unwillingness to be a
nuisance (o him by undesired intrusion as the reticence characteristic
of the exclusive set to which she belonged. But on the whole there
was an intuitive understanding and appreciation on his part of this
extraordinary woman who lived as much in the world of the senses
as of the spirit. He was not insensitive to the devotion and
understanding of Victoria.
Victoria inspired the poet in Tagore in a way that few women
did she was like the spirit of joy that stirs men to achieve great
things and Tagore himself was fully conscious of the rendered by
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Victoria in this respect. The verses that Tagore refers to in his letter
are included in the collection entitled “Purabi” and dedicated 10
Victoria. In particular the portion entitled “Pathik” (The Traveler)
contains a number of poems with which one can definitely associate
Victoria Okampo. The poems are veritable gems among the love-
poems of Tagore. All these poems were written between 12th
November and 28th December, 1924, when he was in Buenos Aires.
Theyspeakofalovcthatisnoteloqmthulwhoselmgmgoﬂows
from soul to soul, a love that is ready for any sacrifice and does not
want to inflict itself upon the loved one, lest it becomes a burden.
There is also expression of gratitude towards the woman who did
so much to fill his days of exile with happiness and beauty.

REFERENCES:

I. Tagore, Rabindranath: “Personality”, New Delhi,
Macmilian India Ltd. 1917,

2. Tagore, Rabindranath: “The Religon of Man”, London:
Unwin Books, 1970.

3. Tagore, Rabindranath: “Boundless sky", Calcutta,
BiswaBharati, 1964,

4. Bhattacharjee, Dhirendranath: “Various Influences upon
Rabindranath, Kolkata, 2006

5. Ghosh, Tapan Kumar: “Rabindranath and popular forms
of culture ", Kolkata, Rabindra Bharati University, 2005,

Voice/29



SYLVIA PLATH AND KAMALA
DAS AS CONFESSIONAL POETS

poetry
ﬁ:nhalmpetlonamyby‘fs Eliotand the new critics. Confessional
poetry differs in its secular subject matter from religious confessions
in the lineage of Augustine’s Confessiony (c.400 A. D.). It also
differs from the poems of the Romantic period representing the
poet’s own circumstances, experiences and feelings such as
Wordsworth's “Tintern Abbey” and Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s ©
Dejection: An Ode” in the quality of being frank and open and
sometimes expressing the shocking details with which the poet
reveals private or clinical matters about himself or herself, including
sexual experiences, mental anguish and illness, experiments with
drugs and suicidal impulses (Abrams 2003: 45). Confessional

Voice/

poetry emphasizes the experiences of the poet’s personal life, such
as despondency, mental agony and even sexual relation. However,
the term ‘confessional’ is applied to number of poets of 1960s and
1970s. Robert Lowell, John Berryman, Allen Ginsberg, Sylvia
Plath, Anne Sexton and William De Wit Snodgrass came to be
known as *confessional’ poets. M. L. Rosenthal First used the term
‘confessional’ in 1959 in a review of Robert Lowell’s Life Studies
(1959), entitled “Poetry as Confession”. In thought provoking
article, Rosenthal points out earlier tendencies towards the
confessional and notes how there was typically a ‘mask’ which
covered up the poet's ‘actual face'. Robert Lowell (1917—1977)
removes this mask and the speaker is unequivocally himself.

Sylvia Plath (1932—1963) was a prize winning
student at Smith College. She had a very short poetic career. At
the end of her junior year at Smith College, she had breakdown
and she attempted suicide, an event recorded in her novel The
Bell Jar, and in the poem “Daddy” she writes:

At twenty 1 tried to die
And get back, back, back to vou,
I thought even the bones would do.
But they pulled me out of the sack,
~° And they stuck me together with glue,
Plath published the book of poems that appeared in her lifetime,
The Colassus and Other Poems in 1960 and then she began to
work on the poems eventually published posthumously in Crossing
the Water (1971). These volumes include a number of poems on
childbirth and on life with her two children, Frieda born in 1960
and Nicholas in 1962, These were foliowed by the poems included
in Winter Trees (1971) and the poems of Ariel. The poems of Ariel
were written in the mood of betrayal and vengeance that followed
her discovery of Ted Hughes's involvement with another woman,
a family friend. The poems in this collection were centred on love,
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death, betrayal, rage and entrapment. Her poems can be understood
in directly personal terms similar to the confessional poetry of such
writers as Berryman, Sexton and Lowell. More recently the themes
dealt by Plath in her poems have been read within a broader context.
The poems are now seen by critics as articulating the plight more
generally of talented, independent women within the gender
confines of the 1950s. The Nazi allusions associated with her father
Otto Plath in the poems are read as bringing into the poems the
foree of an oppressive, dictatorial male culture whose power infects
alike history, political and cultural dynamics; and the well-
intentioned love within even the most intimate of relationships
(MacGowan 2004: 103),
~ The spirit oﬂndim Bulish poetry in pm-mdepqndcm
] poetry has become a

v ¢ new poets in India, like

] & d in contemporary life along with a
: r otaltmm:wmmmmmm
vi&lﬁummrwwwmxmnm
‘brings forward her private life as the subject matter of her poetry.
She initiated her voice in her poetry in manner that resembled the
pattern of the confessional poetry, especially of Sylvia Plath. Both
of them used the self as a poetic symbol around which hovers a
personal mythology. Das's poems are accounts of deep personal
experiences. Her poems issue out of her sufferings and humiliations,
E.V.Ramakrishnan asserts that Kamala Das is a “confessional
poet.,..she has always dealt with private humiliations and sufferings
which are the stock themes of confessional poetry” (Journal of
Indian Writing in English: 29). Like Plath, she too analyses her
personal agony with utmost frankness, The critics of Sylvia Plath
are of the opinion that she has a unique power to transform her
confessions into poetry of extraordinary complexity and variety,
The organic effect of her poetry is wholesome. But in Kamala Das
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the confessions are more pronounced than the organic unity of her
work. It is the confessional core that dominates the reader’s
awareness, Kamala das's poems are highly emotive. However, the
intensity of her emotion does not go beyond the complexity of life.
Her feelings of loneliness, disappointment and obsession contribute
10 her personality. The lovelom, anguished woman in Kamala Das
stimulates her poetic self. B.K.Mahapatra compares her poetic
creation to the rebirth of the mythological bird, the phoenix. *Like
the rebirth of the phoenix, her artistic creation occurs only when
she dies to her human self. The rebirth of the bird in the situation
has become the sequel of the ashes as the remnant afflicted past
made a potent influence on Das’s artistic orientation” (Mahapatra
2010; 103).

Though born in a highly intellectual family, she reccived
only a little formal education. She was married when she was fifteen
years old. She found her husband nonchalant and lustful who was
involved with extra-marital relationships. He was ¢ruel and brutal
to her. Asa result of his indifference and lnck of caring, “She grew
revengeful towards him, and reacted in a non-traditional fashion
in love-making, offering herself to any handsome or resourceful
man who came across her, and forgiving even her rapist” (Dwivedi
2009: 2). Within the confinement of domestic walls she recreates
her artistic self, the second selfof a woman. There is a fundamental
relationship between her autobiographical self and the artistic self.
Kamala Das becomes her own creation. Her autobiographical self
merges with the poetic self. She is the artist who suffers as a child,
as a wife and as a woman, “The adverse circumstances have
rendered her vision tragic and melancholy, her upbringing by
carefess parents, her marriage with an egoistic and vainglorious
man, her disappointment in love, her illicit love affairs with other
men in order to remove her boredom and anxiety. Added 1o this,
she is a very sensitive and unconventional woman, who is not
prepared to be dictated. Her dissatisfaction in marriage and life
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sharpened her consciousness, and she possibly decided to air out
her grievances through the poetic medium™ (Dwivedi 2009: 42).

There is an undercurrent of anguish and suffering in her
poems. In her poems she represents her own mutilated self,
tormented by both past and present, and resulting in a deep sense
of erisis. The *self” is the crucial point in her poems. R. S. Pathak
compares her quest for identity to “the spiritual Odyssey™ (Pathak
2003: 22). For Kamala Das, poetry was not an escape of the
personality but it was an expression of her personality———the
inner world that came out to be built on paper, According to Kamala
Dq,“ow’smlwaldhnmwhaﬂsoumdchim It is the

> alwa dntoﬂndulmykuomnda
ence 1o communicate what she sees, hears and is
ware of. This creative urge leads 10 a confession of her experiences
aslmnidmnnmmlyknowingwhnmngeu,md
what it demands of her as a woman:
I was child, and later they
Told me 1 grew, for | became tall; my limbs
Swelled and one or two places sprouted hair. When
| asked for love, not knowing what else to ask
For, he drew a youth of sixteen into the
Bedroom and closed the door. He did not beat
But my sad woman-body felt so beaten,
(“An Introduction™),
These lines reveal the fact that her early marriage was a shock to
her sensibility as a woman. Extremely confessional in tone, the
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lines express the *he’ of the poem did not beat her but her *sad
woman-body felt so beaten’.

Confessional poets court death and disintegration so that
a higher level of perception may be possible. They long for death
and disintegration as well as for psychic wholeness and insight.
This tension between two opposites is reflected in the constantly
shifting moods of confessional poetry. A confessional poet often
writes about disease, death and destruction, and is much concerned
with the decay of the body. It may be noted that predilection for
suicide and mention of death is common to Sylvia Plath and Kamala
Das. ¢
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. "
in ecoeriticism™, Simply defined, ecocriticism may be regarded as
OW‘M looks at literature in terms of ecology. Raymond
Mnms’sngmh'l‘heCoumanddleCity (1973) that each
age works with particular notions of *nature’ and *culture’ isina
sense the starting point for an ecocritical theory. (Nayar : 242)

_ Lawrence Buell defines ecocriticism as “a study of the
rel_a'uonxhip between literature and environment conducted in a
spirit of commitment to environmental praxis." Ecocriticism begins
with the assumption that cultural texts construct particular notions
of *nature’, which then tie into material practices. Thus, it believes
that literary representations of nature are very much to do with an
age's views and treatment of nature / environment. While looking
at the representation of nature and landscape in cultural texts jt
pays particular attention 1o attitudes towards nature and the rhetoric
Voice/

employed while speaking about it. It examines whether nature /
environment has been recognized as a separate physical entity which
uffects us, and which we can affect. Ecocriticism, however, does
not hang about the air ; it seeks links between literary studies and
some sort of participatory environmental activism. It aims at
increasing awarenesses about environment / ecology globally by
forming alliances with other social and ecological sciences like
philosophy, sociology, feminism, Marxism, economics, biology etc.
Thus, ecocriticism is interdisciplinary and pan-directional in
approach. There cannot be a stand-alone approach to it : it borrows
extensively from existing theories and trends of thoughts.
Ecocriticism tekes literature out of doors and is a celebration of
places / spaces. Its object is to make some difference to the world
outside the literary academy. Karl Krocber, a prominent American
ccocritic, wrote in 1994 that ecocriticism was an escape from ‘the
esoteric abstractness that afflicts current theorising about literature”.

The nature-culture relationship has always been a master-
slave relationship. Postcolonial ecocritics, ecofeminists and
environmental historians have shown how nature / environment
has always been regarded as  terrible entity which must be tamed,
controlled and domesticated. The anthropocentric and masculinist
models of operations have always sought to own women, capital,
territory, wilderness, nature, ecology etc. down the ages ~ from
Socrates 1o the present times. Eco-feminisms and psycho-analysis
show how patriarchy enacts a story of othering and domination.
Patriarchy treats nature / environment as something passive and
unproductive like women. So nature / environment needs
masculinist, imperialist and capitalist intervention and redemption.
Man should act upon the space and make it productive.

The domination of nature / environment by men is identical
to the domination of women / environment by patriarchy /
imperialists. Man has created nature / environment in his own
image. Males produce art which is permanent ; women produce
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babies )vho are mimt. subject to death, threat and decay. “Her
(nature’s) world is brazen, the poets only deliver a golden.” (Philip

Sidney, Defense of Poesy). “True Wit is Nature to Advantage drest.”

(Alexandar Pope, An Essay in Criticism) The Agustans colonized
nature with an axe, the Romantics colonized it with words.
Wordsworth's ‘simple country folk® is a metropolitan masculine
constmct.ToBmdelaircnanneiscviL“Goodisalways!hcproduct
pf some art.” Thus these representations of nature / environment
mdl'caxe the concerned age's views and treatment of nature /
envu?nmem. Umberto Eco was hugely dissatisfied with the
American Disneyfication / museumization of nature. Dan O'Brien’s
myth of the “city upon a hill". The settlement history is a total
¢ of the idyllic myth. Thoreau’s for example, hides

5 ecologically harmful or helpful
: 530). Ecocentric readings of canonical texts
b@nbyaddingadiﬁamtpmpecﬁw; by considering how they
w&heataml world. It turns the conventional manner of
mdxgghuideommmwseemmbetoswitchcritiml
attention from the inner to the outer world, from the metaphorical
to the literal meaning(s). King Lear, for example, has been read as
a tragedy which occurs due to the injustice done to the natural
wforld : Lear commodifies and slices up the landscape (his
kingdom). Edgar Allan Poe’s *The Fall of the House of Usher” has
been seen as a work which represents an cco-system damaged
beyond repair. The attention has shifted from the inner psychology
(subconscious) of Usher (owner of the house) to the outer world -
the house and its environs. Thus, ecocentric readings assess beliefs
and ideologies for their environmental implications.
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Since its emergence in the U.S.A. in the late 1980s
ccocriticism has grown rapidly as a global literary and cultural
theory of criticism. Recent work in ecocriticism has ranged beyond
nature writing (pastoralism, idyllicism) Georgics and Romanticism,
Now-a-days ecocritical texts include not only traditional expressive
genre but also modes across every expressive genre. Many ecocritics
have looked to indigenous non-industrial cultures to explore the
possibility of alliance between those cultures and the wider
environmental movement. Novels such as Leslie Marmon Silko's
Ceremony (1977) and Linda Hogan’s Solar Storms (1995) have,
for example, set the values of Native American Cultures against
those of white industrial capitalism. They, along with many others,
have brought together the different environmentalisms of rich and
poor. Ecocritics responsive to environmental justice have
challenged the versions of environmentalism that seem exclusively
preoccupied with preservation of wild nature and ignore the
aspirations of the poor. Amitava Ghoshe's Hungry Tide, for
example, ends with the vexing question ~ should we stand on the
side of the wretched people of the carth (the eco-system people of
the Sunderbans) or on the side of the tiger, the endangered species,
- the local or the universal ? Who should get the priority — man or
nature / environment ? Ecocritics must, therefore, recognize and
appreciate the complexity involved in the environmental debate
and study and examine its diverse meanings and implications,
Martin Heidegger's concept of Daesin (dwelling) is based
on the middle-eastern sufi philosophies. Dwelling / Daesin here
means abode, the house, the garden, the entire carth, Because human
beings are animals, they cannot do away with the abode. Heidegger
does not believe in the anthropocentric view of nature /
environment. Man, because he has shifted his priority, defines
himself as a thinking being and dissociates himself from nature /
environment. It is in eco-poetry that man can repair his image of
the natural being and enjoy his association with the rhythmic life
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af the natural world. Eco-poetry, also called GRACE Poetry (Global
Reparative and Communicative Eco-poetry), will help him trace
his old connections with nature / environment. This way we become
the natural animals we are. Man should belong not to a particular
- Oikos (a dwelling place, a house) a particular city, but to the entire
carth. It is there that he can become his natural self again. The life
of man is a dwelling life. For him a house, a piece of land is
somuhing&obewedmdnotsonmhingtobeowwdandcxploiwd
eternally. Apart from the natural world man is a lost, houseless,
homeless creature. Ecoriticism thus deals with the problematics of
dwelling places by unravelling how a piece of work expresses

=

(iiiJHuman accountability to the environment is part of the
(iv)Some sense of the environment as a process rather then
as a constant / static or a given is at least implicit in the text.
(Buell 1995:7-8)

<
/

Since ecocriticism is a ‘diverse biosphere” (Barry - 1995
269) there is no universally accepted model that we have merely to
learn and apply in our reading of literary and cultural texts. It is
Just like approaching very familiar texts with a new alertness to its
ecological dimension, a dimension which has always hovered about
the text, but which has never occupied the centre of eritical attention.
The ecocritics / eco-readers should necessarily forge alliances with
the contemporary debates in literary and cultural studies. They
Voice/40

should develop a sense of commitment vis-a-vis the ecological
disasters and take a position, - ethical, political, economic and so
on. An acquaintance with the technical vocabulary of ecology may
prove to be of great help. We should appreciate the fact that we
need some sort of a *Geo-rhetoric’, a new kind of language
(metaphors, symbols, visual images, or stories) that may well
communicate the different shades of meaning of environmentalism
which still remains one of the most contested spaces.* The ecocritics
must tell us not only about what it means to live on the earth but
also about what it means to live with it.

The tasks before the ecocritics / ecorcaders are many and
varied. The questions, issues and concerns they address, explore
and analyse may be studied under the following for headings :
how non-human nature is represented in the texts with particular
attention to the depiction of the human-non-human rélationship in
them. He/She should examine whether the natural matrix is
privileged or not and also whether the values / attitudes (to non-
human life) expressed in the text and its rhetoric are consistent
with the ecological wisdom of the time. An ecoreader pays close
attention to the subtexts of literary works that reveal
anthropomorphic, patriarchal, capitalist and colonialist attitudes
towards the non-human, women, nature and landscape,

Archival approach — considers nature writing as an
alternative canon. It builds up achieves wherein place / location /
setting (physical, topographical, built) becomes an important factor,
Stereotypes like the Arcadia, the virgin land, frontiers, savage
wilderness, the scenic sublime, the countryside, the domestic
picturesque, ete. are re-read to add to the canon in literary and
cultural studies. These archives will be ‘glocal” in character — at
once local and global. Records of specific dwelling places will be
related to the global environmental issues and concerns. Special
canonical emphasis may be given to writers who foreground nature
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s a major part of their subject matter, such as the American
transcendentalists, the British Romantics, the work of Thomes
Hardy and the Georgian poets of the carly twentieth century.
Theoretical Approach :- considers how nature and human
culture are mutually influential; whether science (ecology etc. ) can
be open to literary analysis; whether it can be treated as a narrative:
and whether it can make a difference to the world outside. The
ccocritics / ecoreaders prepare a socio-political framework from
approaches like Marxism, ecofeminism, environmental justice
movement, and Third world ‘environmentalism of the poor' for
reading literary and cultural texts that explore the nature-culfure
WMWWWWWM

! is social, eu!tnra! and human, The earth is a
w“nedeemym Similarly, ecocriticism is a global
co-operative of different disciplines. Anthony Liol draws attention
to the interdisciplinarity of eco-criticism when he emphasizes the
need develop a “planetary culture’ that contributes its mite towards
ensuring the continuation of this ecosphere (earth). Ecocriticism’s
emphasis on a practice of reading that pays attention to social
inequalities as linked to gender oppression and environmental
exploitation turns theory into praxis, locating ‘reading’ within an
activist framework. Now-a-days ecocritical reading is extended to
factual, especially reflective topographical writings such as diaries,
memoirs, essays, travelogues, science fiction, wild life films and
documentaries and so on.

To wrap up, environmentalism means different things to
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different people. It is not only physical but also mental, social,
cultural, historical, colonial, gendered (feminist/mesculinist), rocial,
tribal, class conscious (of the rich / of the poor), biological, animal,
spiritual, economic and so on. Ecocriticism is a rag-bag which
sccommodates all these diverse, often conflicting meanings and
positions, Understanding the relationship between the literary
habitat and the ecological habitat, therefore, presupposes an
awareness about the reality of each of the various and complex
positions mentioned above. There is no single, dominant world-
e o itical >
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COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

AN OUTLINE
- Azizur Rahman Sarkar
Asstt. Professor
Department of Assamese
Bilasipara College, Bilasipara

alization. ‘lba ‘advancement of science
d Mmam village. In art and
s geographical, political and linguistic differences
ave b almost irrelevant. In the field of higher studies
m&mmm)hmﬁmmywm
dasmphmrity and multi- disciplinarity. Studies showing the
interconnection between different disciplines have gained in
importance. In the recent studies of arts and social sciences
interdisciplinarity and comparison have caught the attention of most
scholars and critics.

In the last two thousand and five hundred years much have
been taught about literature and literary achievements, But the20"
century literary studies have set new trends and tendencies and
standards of looking at life and literature. The 21* century also is
keen to carry forward this search for something new. This attitude is
leaving its impact on the teaching leamning process at the college
and university levels also. In this search for the new many subjects
Voice/

und disciplines are losing their relevance and newer subjects and
newer discipline are coming up to meet the demand of the age.

Globalization and interdisciplinarity have brought about an air
of change in almost all sphere of life and learning. In literary studies
the emergence of comparative literature is perhaps the most
significant development of 20 century. Under the impression that
literature is universal; that it knows no difference of time, clime and
language, Literary scholars and critic alike have been busy studying
literatures written in different languages and different countries of
the world but also among these literatures and other social sciences;
50 much so that, comparative literatures has established itself as a
sq:-u ﬁmm

'ch nﬂymd nlylhot‘ the timllines dnd differences of
the properties of two or more like things may be defined as
comparison. These methods of comparison help us to acquire an
understanding of those things. Knowingly or unknowingly we
compare pne thing with another not only in the world of thought but
also in our everyday life.

In literary studies and discussions comparison has always been
used as a tool since times immemorial although it has been
consciously and purposely used only in the 19* century for a
comprehensive understanding and appreciation of literature. Literary
studies have resorted to comparison as a methodology and this has
given birth to what is now known as comparative literature,
Definition of comparative literature:

A simplistic definition of the term “comparative literature™ is
neither possible nor desirable. However, it can be safely averred that
‘comparison’ is the basis of such studies of literature. If we go by
this definition, it may appear that comparative literature is literature
that relies on comparison; i.e. comparison is its text, But we know
that literature is the personal creation of poets, story-tellers, novelists,
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dramatists, essayists etc. Literary creation cannot be and is not
dependent on comparison.

Generally, literature means the written 1ex1s in a particular
language of a particular place. In the 19" century literature came to
mean all those imaginative texts which have been preserved/
transmitted either orally or in writing. It follows that comparative
literature is all those texts which are comparative in nature, But if
we go by the old definition of literature as a study of man, then
comparative literature may mean the “comparative study of
Literature™, “It is the study of literature without borders™.

In point of fact, comparative literature is only a way, a method
dmmbuummum.mmof
old p mldofdmdu. uwmnpofmﬂcm

*Its purpose is 1o enrich enliven literary studies, discussions and

judgments and give them a depth and breadth beyond the narrow

attitudes of isms. It aims at exploring the unity and diversity of all
literatures by analyzing and comparing their multifarious forms,
styles, tones, colors and complexities.

Comparative literature took its birth in Europe, Although its
seeds can be traced back to the 16" century, comparative literature
established itself as a separate discipline only at the end of the 19*
century and the beginning of the 20" century, During the 16" century
the Europeans explored many places and countries of the world for
the first time and came into contact with new peoples and new
cultures. These new acquaintances brought about a sea change in
the European thoughts and ideas. Scholars and critic have identified
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the causes of this change in the world of ideas under three different
heads®:-

1. During this period the Europeans for the first time came to
know about the Arabs of the Middle-East and about China, Japan
and India of East Asia. With the discoveries of navigators like
Copernicus and Columbus, the European concept of the earth
changed: it crossed the European shores and expanded up to India
and China.

2. The European scholars started studying the different languages
of the wotld and discovered the linkages among the languages of
the Indo-European family. The amazing fact that the European
languages and Sanskrit originated from the same language was
discovered. This discovery led to another amazing finding that the
Europeans and the Indians (the Aryans) might have originated from
one human family. .

3. Most of the scientific facts discovered during the period
proved 1o be universally truc, applicable 10 all people and all places.

These discoveries brought about great changes in the thinking
of European thinkers. Some of these changes were as follows.'

Firstly, these discoveries reiterated and confirmed the unity of
all mankind. The European thinkers and philosophers were inspired
10 believe in the biblical statement that all mankind descended from
Adam and Eve.

Secondly, the European thoughts and ideas crossed the
Meditarians and spread around the entire world.

Thirdly, it dawned upon thinkers, scholars and literary critics
that literature is the common heritage of all mankind. Human
thoughts, feelings, emotions and dreams do not respect geographical
and political boundaries.

Thus the air of changes that blew over Europe following the
scientific and geographical discoveries of the 16% century brought
about great changes in the concept of literature and literary studies.
In literary studies political and geographical differences became
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irrelevant. Scholars and critic started studying almost all literatures
written in different European languages in the other to explore their
variety and essential unity. Thus, slowly and gradually mono literary
study gave way to the studies enquiring into the relationship and
interconnections among different literatures. This is how comparative
literature came into being.

Thus, comparative literature took its birth in Europe. Its seeds
had been sown in the 16® century although it attained the status of a
complete academic discipline only in the beginning of the last century.
This kind of literary study took about 500 years for its growth and
demuhIMkmbhmaeommﬁw

ﬁm’m put the term

mhkgwﬁmddsvelommofoompauﬁve literature as a
complete academic discipline,

From the early part of the 20* century until the Second World
War comparative literature was characterized by an empiricist and
positivist approach tummed as the French School. The French scholars
examined literary works forensically, looking for evidence of “origin"
and ‘influences™ between works from different nations. They trace
how a particular literary idea or motive travels between nations over
time. In this approach the study of mentalities and influences
dominates,

In Germany comparative literature is being squeezed by the
traditional philologies on the one hand and more vocational
Voice/48

programmes of study on the other which seeks to offer students the
practical knowledge they need for the working world (e.g. *applied
literature').

Reacting to the French school, post war American scholars,
collectively called the American School, sought to associate the study
of comparative literature with literary criticism, de-emphasizing the
detective approach and detailed historical research the French school
has demanded. The American school was more closely aligned the
original internationalist visions of Goethe and H.M.Posnett.

There is a tendency among comparatists in the US and
clsewhere 10 refocus the discipline away from the nation-based
upproach with which it has previously been associated towards a
cross-cultural spproach that pays no heed to national borders. Works
of this nature Include Alamgir Hashmi’s ‘The Common Wealth
Comparative Literature and the World', Gayatri Chakraborty's
‘Spivak’s Death of discipline’, David Damrosch’s ‘What is World
Literature"?

In conclusion, we may say that comparative literature, though
it had its roots in the concept of the nation-state, has moved away
from the nation based thinking to wider global and inter-cultural
issues. The discipline is thriving in many parts of the world, especially
in Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean Islands and Mediterranean. ¢
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UNDERSTANDING TERRORISM
AND ITS MORALITY IN THE
LIGHT OF mSTORY

v emmdmoﬂmdiblevmlemc.

name of defending a greater good. Terrorism, however defined,
has always challenged the stability of societies and the peace of
mind of everyday people. In the modem era, the impact of terrorism-
that is, its ability to terrorize- is not limited to the specific locales
or regions where the terrorists strike, In the age of television, the
internet, satellite communications, the global news coverage,
graphic images of terrorist incidents are broadcast instantaneously
in to the homes of hundreds of millions of people. Terrorist groups
understand the power of these images, and they manipulate them
to their advantage as much as they can. Terrorist states also fully
appreciate the power of instantaneous information, and so they try

Voice/
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to control the “spin” on reports of their behaviour. In many respects,
the beginning of the 21 st century is an era of globalized terrorism.
September 11, 2001: The dawn of a New Era, The septemberl |,
2001, terrorist attack on the U.S, homeland were seen by many as
a turning point in the history of political violence, In the aftermath
of these attacks, journalists, scholars, and national leaders
repeatedly described the emergence of a new international terrorist
environment It was argued that within this new environment,
terrorist were now quite capable of using- and very willing to use-
weapons of mass destruction to inflict unprecedented casuaities
and destruction on enemy 1argets. These attacks seemed to confirm
wamings from expert§ during the1990s that a new Terrorism, |

The modern era of terrorism is primarily a conflict between
adversaries who on one side are waging a self-described war on
terrorism and on the other side are waging a seif-described holy
war in defense of their religion. It is an active confrontation, as
evidenced by the fact that the incidence of significant terrorist
attacks often spikes to serious levels.

For example, the number of significant terrorist attacks more
than tripled from the 175 in 2003 to 655 in 2004. 2 Although such
trends are disturbing. it is critically important for one to keep these
facts in perspective, because the modem terrorist environment is
in'no manner a unique circumstance in human history.

It will become clear in the following pages that the history
of terrorist behavior extends into antiquity and that common themes
and concept span the ages. State terrorism, dissident terrorism, and
other types of political violence are found in all periods of human
civilization. It will also become clear to readers that there are many
common justification rooted in basic befiefs that have been used
to rationalize terrorist violence throughout history, For example,
the following concepts hold true regardiess of the context of history,
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culture, or region:

* Those who practice revolutionary violence and state
repression always claim to champion noble causes and values.

* Policies that advocate extreme violence always cite
righteous goals to justify their behaviour — such as the need to
defend a religious faith or defend the human nights of people.

* The perpetrators of violent acts uniformly maintain that
they are freedom fighters (in the case of governments).
Historical perspectives on terrorism:

It is perhaps natural fcruchgenenﬂonto view history narrowly,

.....

‘the ancicnt world, cases o o ofatns repression and
po%iﬁcll violence were common. Several ancient writers
championed tyrannicide (the killing of tyrants) as for the greater
good of the citizenry and to delight the gods some assassins were
honored by the public, For example, when Aristogeiton and
Hermodius assassinated the tyrant Hipparchus, statues were erected
to honor them after their executions, Conguerors often set hs
examples by exterminating entire populations or forcing the
conguered into exile. An example of this practice is the Babylonian
Exile, which followed the conquest of the kingdom of Judea:
Babylon's victory resulted in the forced removal of the Judean
population to Babylon inS98 and587 B.C.E. Those in authonity
also repressed the expression of ideas from individuals whom they
deemed dangerous, sometimes violently.
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In ancient Greece, Athenian authorities sentenced the great
philosopher Socrates to death in 399 B.C.E. forallegedly corrupting
the city-state’s youth and meddling in religious affairs. He drank
hemlock and died in front of his students and followers,

I'he Roman age:

During the time of Roman Empire. the political world was rife
with many violent demonstrations of power, which are arguably
examples of what we would now term state terrorism. These include
the brutal suppression of Spartacus’s followers afier the servile
war of 73-71 B.C.E,, after which the Romans crucified surviving
rebels along the Appian Way's route to Rome. Crugifixion was
used as a form of public execution in Rome, and involved affixing
condemned persons to a cross or other wooden platform. The
condemned were either nailed through the wrist or hand or tied on
the platform; they died by suffocation as their bodies sagged.
Warfare was waged in an cqually hard manner, as evidenced by
the final conquest of the north American city-state of Carthage in
146 B.C.E..The city was reportedly allowed to burn for 10 days,
the rubble was crushed; the salt was symbolically ploughed into
the soil to signify that Carthage would forever remain desolate.
During another successful campaign in 106.C E., The Declan nation
(modern Romania) was eliminated, its population was enslaved,
and many Decanis perished in gladiatorial games .In other
conquered territories, conquest was often accompanied by similar
demonstrations of terror. always with the intent to demonstrate that
Roman rule would be wielded without mercy against those who
did not submit to the authority of the empire.

Regicide (the killing of kings) was also fairly common during the
Roman age. Perhaps the best-known political incident in ancient
Rome was the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 B.C.E.. by rivals
in the senate. Other Roman emperors also met violent fates:
Caligula and Galba were killed by the praetorian Guard in 41 and
bR C.E.respectively: Domitian was stabbed to death in 96 C.E.a
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paid gladiator murdered commodus in 193 .C.E.and caracalla,
Elagabalus, and other emperors either were assassinated or died
suspiciously.3
The Ancient and Medieval Middie East:
Cases exist of movement in the ancient and medieval Middle East
the used what modern analysts would consider to be terrorist tactics
For example, in History of the Jewish War— a seven volume
account of the first Jewish rebellion against Roman occupation
(66-73 C.E ) the historian Flavius Josephus describes how one
faction of the rebels, the sicarif(named after their preferred use of
sica, or short, curved dagers). attacked both Romans and members
of the Jewish establishment. 4 They were masters of guerrilla
’mdsymhoﬂcpmpatyndwonpdto
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against the Romans for three years before the defenders committed
suicide in 74 C.E. rather than surrender.
The French Revolution: Prelude to Modern Terrorism.
During the French Revolution, British statesman and philosopher
Edmond Burke coined the word terrorism in its modern context.
He used the word to describe the regime de la terrier, commonly
known in English as the Reign of Terror (June 1793to July 1794).5
The Reign of Terror, led by the radical Jacobin-dominated
government, is a good example of state terrorism carried out to
further the goals of a revolutionary ideology.6 During the terror,
Thousands of opponents to the Jacobin dictatorship —and others
merely perceived to be enemies of the new revolutionary republic
—were arrested and put on trial before a revolutionary Tribunal.
Those found to be enemies of the Republic were beheaded by a
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new instrument of execution —the guillotine .The guillotine had
the capability to execute victims one after the other in assembly —
line fashion and was regarded by Jacobins and revolutionaries at
the time as an enlightened and civilized tool of revolutionary justice.
The ferocity of the reign of terror is reflected in the numbers of
victims: Between 17,000 and 40,000 persons were executed and
perhaps 200,000 political prisoners died in prisons from discase
and starvation,7 Two incidents illustrate the communal nature of
this violence: In Lyon 700 people were massacred by cannon fire
in the town square, and in Nantes thousands were drowned in the
Loire River when the boats they were detained in were sunk.8 The
revolutionary tribunal is & symbol of revolutionary justice and state
terrorism that has its modem counterparts in 20th century social
upheavals, Recent examples include the “struggle meetings” in
revolutionary china (public criticism sessions, involving public
humilistion and confession) and revolutionary Iran’s Komitehs (ad
hoe “people’s committees™)9
Nineteenth- century Europe: Two Examples from the Left.
Modern lefi-wing terrorism is not a product of the 20th century .Its
ideological ancestry dates to the 19th century, when anarchist and
communist philosophers began to advocate the destruction of
capitalist and imperial society- what Karl Marx referred 10 as the
“spectre... haunting Europe."10 Some revolutionaries readily
encouraged the use of terrorism in the new cause. One theorist,
Karl Heinzen in Germany., anticipated the late -20th-century fear
that terrorist might obtain weapons of mass destruction when he
supported the acquisition of new weapons techmologies 1o utterly
destroy the enemies of the people. According to Hansen, these
weapons should include poison gas and new high—yield explosive.
During the 19th century, several terrorist movements championed
the rights of the lower classes. These movements were prototypes
for 20th century groups and grew out of social and political
environments that were unique to their countries. To illustrate this
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point, the following two cases are drawn from early industrial
England and the semi fendal Russia context of the late 19 th
century.
The Luddites were English workers in the carly 1800s who objected
to the social and economic transformations of the industrial
revolution. Their principal objection was that industrialization
threatened their jobs, and so they targeted the machinery of the
new textile factories. Textile mills and weaving machinery were
disrupted and sabotaged. For example, they attacked stocking looms
that mass-produced stockings at the expease of skilled stocking
weavers who made them by hand.
msmmemwmofu
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v activists and terrorists, such as the
¥ M"’N" Kaczynski, in the United States, are
mm to as neo-Luddites.

People s Will (NarodnayaVolya) in Russia was a direct outgrowth
of student dissatisfaction with the czarist regime in the late 19th
century. Many young Russian university students, some of whom
had studied abroad, became imbued with the ideals of anarchism
and Marxism, Many of these students became radical reformists
who championed the rights of the people, particularly the peasant
class. A populist revolutionary society, Land and Liberty (Zemlya
Volya),was founded in 1876 with the goal of fomenting a mass
peasant uprising by settling radical students among them to raise
their class-consciousness. After a series of arrests and mass public
trials, Land and Liberty split into two fractions in 1879.0ne fraction.
Black Repartition, kept to the goal of a peasant revolution. The
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other faction was People s will, which fashioned itself into a
conspiratorial terrorist organization.

Peaples Will members believed that they understood the
underlying problems of Russia better than the uneducated masses
of people did, and that they concluded that they were therefore
better able to force government change, This was, in fact, one of
the first examples of a revolutionary vanguard strategy. They
believed that they could both demoralize the czarist government
and expose its weakness (o the peasantry. People’s Will quickly
embarked on a terrorist campaign against carefully selected targets.
Incidents of terror committed by Peoples Will members—and
revolutionanes who emulated them ~included shooting, knifings,
and bombings against government officials .In one successful
attack, Czar Alexander 1l was assassinated by a terrorist bomb on
March 1,1881.The immediate outcome of the terrorist campaign
wnmewmanmmhcpolmm:nkmh that,
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Umon or Nazi Germany. succeeded in harassing and imprisoning
nmnmhs:ﬁu;b’ul
The modern Era and the War on Terrorism:
From the viewpoint of human history, it is clear that terrorism is
deeply woven into the fabric of social and political conflict. This
quality has not changed, and in the modern world, States and
targeted populations are challenged by the new terrorism, which is
characterized by the following:
* Loose, cell-based nerworks with minimal lines of command
and control
* Desired acquisition of high-intensity weapons and weapons
of mass destruction
* Politically vague, religious, or mystical motivations
* “Asymmetrical” methods that maximize casualties
* Skillful use of the Internet and manipulation of the media
The new terrorism should be contrasted with traditional terrorism,
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which is typically characterized by the following:
*# Clearly identifiable organizations or movements.
* Use of conventional weapons, usually small arms and
explosives.
* Explicit grievances championing specific classes or ethno-
national groups.
* Relatively “surgical™ selection of targets.
New information technologies and the Internet create
unprecedented opportunities for terrorists groups and violent
extremist s have become adept at bringing theirs wars into the
homu of literally hundreds of millions of people. Those who

mwm&nuwbombs.mmmmhymcks
carefully '

oﬂ‘erncwclmllengea for policy makers about
howtompondmthebehaworoflerrorlst states, groups, and
individuals. The war on terrorism launched in the aftermath of the
attacks of September 11, 2001, seemed to herald a new resolve to
end terrorism. This has proven (o be a difficult task. The war has
been fought on many levels, as exemplified by the invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq and the disruption of terrorist cells on several
continents. There have been serious terrorist strikes such as those
in Madrid, (Spain): Bali, (Indonesia), London, (England) and Sharm
el Sheikh, Egypt. In addition, differences have arisen within the
post September 11 alliance, creating significant strains, It is clear
that the war will likely to be a long-term prospect with many
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unanticipated events.

THE MORALITY OF TERRORIST VIOLENCE;

I'he term terrorism has acquired a decidedly pejorative (negative)
meaning in the modem era, so that few if any states or groups who
espouse political violence ever refer to themselves s terrorist.
Nevertheless, these same states and groups can be unabashedly
extremist in their beliefs or violent in their behaviour.

They ofien invoke- and manipulate-images of a malevolent threat
or unjust conditions to justify their actions , The question is whether
these justifications are morally satisfactory (and thereby validate
extremist violence), or whether terrorism is inherently wrong.

It is helpful to review two concepts that are used in the study of
criminal justice .In criminal law, the terms mala prohibita and mala
in sel2 are applied to hehaviours that society defings as deviant
ncts. They represent concepts that are very useful for the study of
terronism.

Mala prohibita acts are “crimes that are made illegal by
legislation.”13

These acts are illegal because society has declared d:emtnbewwng.
they are not inherently immoral, wicked, or evil. Examples include
laws prohibiting gambling and prostitution. which are considered
10 be moral prohibitions against socially unacceptable behaviours
rather than prohibitions of fundamental evils.

Mala in se acts are crimes “that are immoral or wrong in
themselves.” These acts cannot be

Justified in civilized society, and they have no acceptable qualities.
For example, premeditated

murder and forcible rape are mala in se crimes. They will never be
legalized.

Are terrorist methods fundamentally evil? Perhaps so, because
terrorism commonly evokes images of maximum violence against
innocent victims carried out in the name of a higher cause, However,
18 terrorist violence always such a bad thing? Are not some causes
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worth fighting for? Killing for? Dying for? Is not terrorism simply
a matter of one’s point of view? Most would agree that basic values
such as freedom and liberty are indeed worth fighting for, and
sometimes killing or dying for. If so, perhaps “where you stand
depends on where you sit.” Thus, if the bombs are falling on your
head, is it not an act of terrorism? If the bombs are falling on an
enemy’s head in the name of your freedom, how can it possibly be
terrorism? Morality is not always a relative consideration, for many
behaviors are indeed mala in se. However, this is not always an
casy analysis because violence committed by genuinely oppressed
people can arguably raise questions of mala prohibitum as a matter

st
l evaluation of the following quotations would help to
> Ayl ’ . ‘

“One per is another person’s freedom fighter.”
G & - this statement is unknown; it most likely
originated in one form or another in the remote historical past, The
concept embodied in this quotation is, very simply, perspective It
15 concept that will be applied throughout our examination of
terrorist groups, movements, and individual. As it will become
abundantly clear, terrorists never consider themselves to be the
“bad guys™ in their struggle for what they would define as freedom.
They might admit that they have been forced by a powerful and
ruthless opponent to adopt terrorist methods, but they see
themselves as freedom fighters. Benefactors of terrorists always
live with clean hands, because they present their clients as plucky
freedom fighters. Likewise, nations that use the technology of war
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to attack known civilian targets justify their sacrifice as incidental
fo the greater good of the cause.
“One Man Willing to Throw Away His Life Is Enough To
Terrorize 2 Thousand.” This quotation was written by the Chinese
military philosopher Wu Ch'l, who wrote, “Now suppose there is
a desperate bandit lurking in the fields and one thousand men set
out in pursuit of him. The reason all look for him as they would a
wolfis that each one fears that he will arise and harm him, This is
the reason one man willing to throw away his life is enough 1o
terrorize a thousand.™ 15 This quotation is the likely source for the
better-known statement “kill one man, terrorize a thousand. "The
authorship of the latter is undetermined but has been attributed to
the leader of the Chinese Revolution, Mao Zedong, and to the
Chinese military philosopher Sun Tzu. Both Wu ¢h'l and sun Tzu
may be a mythical figure. Sun Tzu's book The Art of War has
come a classic study of warfare. Regardless of who originated
these phrases, their simplicity explains the value of a motivated
individual who is willing to sacrifice him or her when committing
an act of violence. They suggest that the selfless application of
lethal force- in combination with correct timing, surgical precision,
and an unambiguous purpose- is an invaluable weapon of war It is
also an obvious tactic for small, motivated groups that are vastly
outnumbered and outgunned by a more powerful adversary.
“Extremism in Defense of Liberty Is No Viee”

Senator Barry M.Goldwater of Arizona made this statement during
his bid for the presidency in 1964. The theme of his campaign was
very conservative and anti-communist, However, because of the
nations rivalry with the Soviet Union during this period in American
political history, every major candidate was overtly anti -
communist. Thus, Goldwater tried to outdo incumbent President
Lyndon Johnson, his main rival ,on this issue.16This quotation
represents an uncompromising belief in the absolute righteousness
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of a cause It defines a clear belief in good versus evil and a belief
that the end justifics the means .If one simply substitute any cause
for the word liberty in the quotation, one can fully understand how
it lends itself 10 the legitimization of uncompromising devotion to
the cause. Terrorists use this reasoning 1o justify their belief that
they are defending their championed interest (be it ideological,
racial, religious, or national) against all perceived enemies ~who
ure, of course, evil. Henee, the practice of ethnic cleansing was
begun by Serb militias during the war in Bosnia in 1991-1995t0
forcibly remove Muslims and Croats from villages and towns. This
Whhmdwwmxﬁtymdmmnml clmms

s WOrS ﬁm,&lmhpmwavdhgcntobe
vied by an enemy, then destroying it is @ good thing. The village
'Mheendmedtoﬂnewuy.andnlmbcmmed from the horrors
of enemy occupation. The symbolism of the village can be replaced
by any number of symbolic values. Terrorist uses this kind of
reasoning to justify hardships that they impose not only on a

perceived enemy but also on their own-championed group. For
example, the nihilist dissident terrorists, who are content to wage
“revolution for revolutions sake.” They have no concrete plan for
what kind of society will be built upon the rubble of the old one-
their goal is simply to destroy an inherently evil system. To them,

anything is better than the existing order. A historical example of
this reasoning on an enormous scale is found in the Great War
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between two totalitarian and terrorist states-Germany and the soviet
union- from July1941 to May 1945. Both sides used scorched-
carth tactics as a matter of policy when their armies retreated,
destroying towns, corps, roadways. bridges, factories, and other
infrastructure as a way to deny resources to the enemy.
September 11, 2001
I'he worst incident of modem international terrorism occurred in
the United States on the moming of September 11,2001.1t was
carried out by 19 Al Qaeda terrorist who were on a suicidal
“martyrdom mission.” They committed the attack to strike at the
symbol of American (and westemn) interests in response to what
they perceive to be a continuing process of domination and
explm of Muslim countries. They were religious terrorists
in the name of a holy cause against perceived evil
ng from the west. Their sentiments were bom in the
ous, political, and ethno-national ferment that has
wracterized th mammmmm«um
mNnin 000 people were killed in the attuck. The sequence of
events occurred as follows:
7:39 a: m. American Airlines Flight 11, carrying 92 people, leaves
Boston’s Logan International Airport for Los Angeles.
.8:14 a: m. United Airlines Flight 173, carrying 635 people, leaves
Boston for Los Angeles,
8:20 a: m. American Airlines Flight77, carrying 64 people, takes
off from Washington's Dulles Airport for Los Angeles.
8:42 a: m. United Airlines Flight 93, carrying 44 people, leaves
Newark, New Jersey, International Airport for San Francisco.
8:46 a: m. American Flight 11 crashes into the north tower of the
World Trade Center.
9:03 a: m. United Flight 175 crashes into the south tower of the
World Trade Center.
9: 37 a: m. American Flight 77 crashes in to the Pentagon. Trading
on Wall Street is called off’
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9:59 a: m. Two World Trade Center- the south tower- collapses.
10:03 a: m. United Flight 93 crashes 80 miles southeast of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

10:28 a: m, One World Trade Center- the north tower- collapses. 19
The United States had previously been the target of international
terrorism at home and abroad, but the American homeland had
never suffered a terrorist strike on this scale. The most analogous
historical event was the Japanese attack on the Naval base at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, The last time so many people
had died from an act of war committed on American soil was during
the civil war in the mid-19th camny.AﬂertheAl Qaeda assault

m” infected with anthrax in the United States; 5
< : lhiﬁedlwnyﬁumcompluc

oK mqmmtymode Security
; sres inc @d uumndamedunpm and seaport security,
bordet searches, visa scrutiny, and immigration procedures.
Hundreds of people were administratively detained and questioned
during a sweep of persons fitting the terrorist profile of the 19
attackers, These detentions set off a debate about the
constitutionality of these methods and the fear by many that civil
liberties were in jeopardy. In October 2001, the USA PATRIOT act
was passed. The new law granted significant authority to federal
law enforcement agencies to engage in surveillance and other
investigative work, On November 25, 2002, seventeen federal
agencies (later increased to 22 agencies) were cansolidated to form
anew department of homeland security.
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The symbolism of a damaging attack on homeland targets was
momentous because it showed that the American superpower was
vulnerable to attack by small groups of determined revolutionaries.
The twin towers had dominated the New York skyline since the
completion of two-world trade center in 1972, They were a symbol
of global trade and prosperity and pride of the largest city in the
United States, The Pentagon, of course, is a unique building that
symbolizes American military power. and its location across the
river from the nation’s capital showed the vulnerability of the seat
of governmént 10 attack,On May 30, 2002, a 30 foot long steel
beam was ceremoniously removed from the *ground zero' site in
New York City. It was the final piece of debris to be removed from
the September 11 homeland attack. *

1. Laqueur, Walter. The New Terrorism: Fanaticism and the
Arms of Mass Destruction. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1999.

2. Glasser, Susan B, “11.'S. Figures Show shurp Global Rise in
Terrorism. " Washington Post. April 27, 2005.

3. Edward Gibben's The History of the Decline and Fall of
Roman Empire. New York: AMS Press, 1974, reprinted
from Bury, J.B.. ed. London: Methuen, 1909,

4. Grant, Michael. The Tivelve Caesars. New York: Seribner's,
1975.

S. Burke, a Whig Member of Parliament, was a progressive in
his time. He opposed shsolutism, poor treatment of the
American Colonist, and the slave trade. He expressed his
opposition 1o Jacobin extremism in a series of writings,
including Reflections on the French Revolution and letters

Voice/65



on a Regicide Peace.

6. Loomis, Stanley. Paris in the Terror: Junel793-Julyl794.
Philadelphia: J. B.Lippincott, 1964.

7. Griset, Pamala L, and Sue Mahan. Terrorism in Perspective.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2003, p.4.

8. Ibid.

9. Fairbank, John King The Great Chinese Revolution: 1800-
1985. New York: Harper & Row, 1987. For an analysis of
the ideology of the Ayatollah Khomeini and the Iranian
Revolution, see Martin, Vanessa. Creating an Islamic Stare:
Khomeini and the making of a New Iran. London: 1. B.
Tauris, 2000.

10. Mﬂ. Kld. and Friedrich Engels. Mnifesw of the

St.Paul, MN: Wul.l%l, pp.1108, 1112,

RMWE The Dictionary of criminal Justice, Sth
ed. Guilford, CT: Duskin/McGraw-Hill, 2002, p.205.

14, The quote has been more widely reported since the Vietnam
War as “we had to destroy the village to save it.” See
Oberdorfer, Don. Tet! Garden City, NY: DOUVLEDAY,
1971, pp.184-185, 332.See also Sheehan, Neil A Bright
Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam, New
York: Random House, 1988, p.719.

15, In Chinese literature and propaganda, bandit is often a
synonym for rebel, Sun Tzu. The Art of War, New York:
Oxford University Press, 1963, p.168. WuCh’i's comments
are cited in the translation.

16, Kearns, Doris. Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream.

Voice/66

New York: Harper& Row, 1976, p. 195 ff. For an insider’s
discussion, see Miller, Merle. Lyndon: An Oral Biography.
New York: Ballantine, 1980, pp.465-477,

17. Weine, Steven M. When History Is a Nightmare: Lives and
Memories of Ethnic Cleansing in Bosnia-Herzegovina. New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1999,

18. Associated Press reporter Peter Arnett attributed the source
of the quotation to a U.S. soldier at the city of Ben Tre in
South Vietnam during the Tet offensive in 1968. As
reported, it was the statement of an officer higher up in the
chain of command- a U.S. Army major. Although widely
repeated at the time and since the war, only Amett said he
heard the statement at the site, and only Amett filed the
quotation from the Ben Tre visit. The U.S. officer was not
identified and has not been identified since the war.

9. National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United
 States. The 9/11 Commission Report. New York: Norton,
2004, pp.32-33, 305,311.

!

Voice/67



MEGA DAM AND POLITICS IN
ASSAM

their combined reservoir cover an area larger than the country of
France. Of these dams, about half are used exclusively or prima-
rily for irrigation, accounting for 271 million irrigated hectares.

Dams are barriers built across a stream, river, or esthary o
confine and check the flow of water for such uses as humm con-
sumption, irrigation, flood cantrol and electric power genetation.

Dams are categorized according 1o their profiles (cross sec-
tions) and construction materials. The principal types sre earth fill,
rock fill, gravel fil, solid-masonry gravity, solid-masonry arch, arch
Voice/

gravity, structural masanry, and steel or timber. The first four type
have been used from antiquity, while the others have been devel-
oped in the 19" and 20* centuries. The choices made by modern
engineers regarding the materials and design that are best suited
for a particular dam depend upon complicated analyses of founda-

sustainable development as defined by the Brundtland Report and
other international document means development that meets the
needs of the present without compramising the ability of the fu-
ture generation to meet their own needs.

The search for alternative, re-newable energy sources for
sustainable development has become the prime demand of the day.
The future of traditional CREIgY Sources is very gloomy and they
are going 1o run out in the next century,

Power or clectricity is one of the hasic components of mod-
em day living without which it is impossible to think of any devel-
opment. To produce power or clectricity. different CNergy sources
can be utilized such as wind power, solar energy, peo-thermal power,
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biomass, water power, nuclear power, coal energy, natural gas and
petroleum, ete. Of these, water power or hydropower is one of the
cheapest, renewable pollution free and benign sources of energy.
Hydropower can produce clean energy which is safe for world’s
ecology and biodiversity.

India’s per capita consumption of electricity (PCCE) is
about 631 kilowatt hours (K WH) whereas the per capita consump-
tion in the North-East is 222.602 kwh. However, as the pace of
development in Assam increases, demand for equivalent power is
also picking up. In 2005-2006, the state’s requirement of electric-
ity was 4,261 million units (MU) where as 3537 MU was avail-
able. BultthCCEoinmnlayansmmoﬂndia.suchasJammn
& Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal and Sikkim is about
640 kwh which is greater than India’s PCCE. ltisinthism
tive that controversy over the Lower Subansiri H -
Project (LSHEP) should be seen.

o

mapping in case of failure of gravity dam, disturbances to aq
Voice/70

flora and fauna, including the river dolphin, effect on the riparian
culture and the possibility of depletion of ground water, etc.
d Cons
'l'beprosandeousofthemegadunsingencmlunbe
mentioned as follows:
Pros:

' 3 Damseanstomrainwawtorwmdimdyfmmtberiver
itsclf.'l'henincascofadmnght.thedmnwillsﬁllhavc
relatively constant supply of water.

2. Producing power

3. Controls flooding and provides recreational activities such
as boating, fishing and swimming, if the lake is not
used for drinking mmmng. -

4, Simpleduipmkufwiuexpauivemmdmhwe-
nance cost

5. Pmew:(aﬁumpleﬁm)mdclmpm

6. Rawmbkwmmﬂwwncrismde-

stroyed by passing through the dam.
Ifmeded,dlmsmbeshmdowninmndy

Very few break downs

To quote from “Dam and Development: A New Framework
for Decision Makim"!hereponofﬂwmrldcomissionondams.
2000; “During the 20" century, large dams emerged as one the
most significant and visible tools for the management of water
fesources. More than 45000 large dams around the world have
played an important role in helping communities and economies
harness water resources for food production, energy generation,
flood control and domestic use. Current estimates suggest that some
10-40% of irrigated land world wide now relies on dams and that
dams generate 19% of world electricity. From the 1930s to 1970s,
the construction of large dams became - in the eyes of many —
synonymous with development and economic progress. Viewed
us symbols of modernization and humanity’s ability to hamess
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nature, dam construction accelerated dramatically. This trend
peaked in the 1970s, when on average two or three large dams
were commissioned each day somewhere in the world. While the
immediate benefits were widely believed sufficient to justify the
enormous investments made — total investment in large dams world
wide is estimated at more than $2 trillion- secondary and tertiary
bencfits were also often cited, These included food security con-
siderations, local employment and skill development, rural elec-
trification and the expansion of physical and social infrastructure
such as roads and schools. The benefits were regarded as self evi-
dent, while the construction and operational costs tended to be lim-
¢ and financial considerations that justificd dams

=

S. Studied show that the plant decay caused downstream of
major dams produces many green house gases as more con-
ventional methods of producing electricity.

6. Dams are expensive to build, and due to draught may be-
come useless, or produce much fess power than originally
planned.

7. A dam build in Quebec will end up flooding an area as
large as Switzerland,

8. Dams can break in massive flash flood.

Thus mega dam project have many ill effects. It may cause
ecological imbalances which may prove to be deadly for the living
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species,
Mega Dam: jor Politi ue

The controversial lower Lower Subansiri Hydro Electric
Project has become a major political issue in Assam. Several orga-
nizations, political as well as non-political, pressure groups etc.
have shown their reseniment over the construction of Lower
Subansiri Hydro Electric Project. These mass resentments has given
anew dimension to the politics of Assam. The voluntary organiza-
tion, Krisak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS), led by Akhil Gogoi
has already started MragimﬁmagairmchEmegadmnmjm.
They started their agitational programme from 20® October 2010
wi;h‘l-dmempaimwmeupomningNEmgadmn
project. The campaign is design o secure the approval of one lakh
people to the memorandum being submitted to the Prime Minister

on the issue.

Gogoi said that the agitation is design to be developed into a joint
one with the invalvement of all sections of the people and demo-
cratic onganizations of the state and even the anti-dam people’s
movement of the neighboring Arunachal Pradesh. “KMSS will not
spnreanyonesidingwimxbemegadmnlobbymdwillnlsopm-
vent drawing of the power grid line through Assam'’s territory™,
Akhil warned,

All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) a student body of the
state, warns of stir against pro mega dam stance of the government
in the state as well as at the centre, In a report published in the
Assam Tribune (an English daily newspaper, published from
Guwahati, Assam) 21* October, 2010, AASU has warned of stir
against mega dam project. The report said that the agitation would
start with the hanging of the effigies of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi,
Prime Minister Dr. Monmohan Singh and all Congress MPs from
the state at the public places of the district head quarters.

The student body has alleged in a statement that the Chief
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Minister of the state has resorted to double speak on the issue,
while the Prime Minister, who represents the state has remained
calm on the issuc and the MPs of the Congress Party have been
lending support to the anti Assam forces with their lack of concern
towards the issue.

The students’ body asserted that the Chief Minister has been
lending support to the expert groups’ report on the one hand and
speaking in favour of the mega dams on the other. They also said
that the Chief Minister lacks the courage to place the recommen-
dations of the expert group before the central government.

The row concerns the 2000 MW Lower Subansiri Hydro
MMWMM\MM Pradesh that began in 2003.

The AGP 100 is maintaining a strident posture on the mega
dam issue. “Al no cost shall we allow the Lower Subansiri Hydro
Electric Project in Arunachal Pradesh to function.”, AGP leader
and former Chief Minister of Assam, Profulla Kumar Mahanta said.

The oppositions demand for scrapping the mega dam project
has got a phillip with an expert committee constituted by the Assam
government expressing concerns of severe flooding if adequate
flood control measures and other structural changes were not made
in the ongoing project side.

The mega dam issue has wrned political is evident from
the way the opposition and the ruling congress are locked in a
bitter slanging match over it.
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Countering Assam Gana Parishad’s (AGP) allegation over
congress - ruled Assam government going soft on the mega dam
issue, Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi charged that Profulla Kumar
Mahanta’s government had supported construction of dams dur-
ing its reign,

On AGP's allegation the Chief Minister said, AGP has no
legs to stand on, as Mahanta government had given it in writing to
the centre supporting construction of mega dams.
“My stand is clear and unshakable, it is AGP, which is changing its
stand”, Tarun Goioi contended (The Assam Tribune, Oct, 20, 2010).

Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) leader Medha Patkar said
mega dam projects, being built in the North East and elsewhere in
the country are anti constitutional as they are not approved by the
local people. Speaking at the inaugural session of a two-day na-
tional dialogue at the Gauhati University here, Ms. Patkar expressed
concern “about the plight the people of Assam and the northeast
have been subjected to by the policy makers through attacks and
onslaughts on their livelihoods in the name of development.”

Over 1000 delegates, representing about 40 grass roots
organisations, are part of the dialogue organised by the Krishak
Mukti Sangram Parishad and inaugurated by Vice-Chancellor of
Gauhati University Amarjyoti Choudhury.

Lending her support to various people’s movement against
mega hydel projects in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and other parts
of the northeast, Ms. Patkar said such projects were not targeted
towards the indigenous people as beneficiaries but the big compa-
nies as beneficiaries. She appealed to the people to continue their
struggle through non-violence,

She underlined the need for resolving the conflict between
the people living in the upstream of a hydel project and those af-
fected downstream through people-to-people dialogue and people-
to-Government dialogue.

Prof. Choudhury said there was a need to analyse academi-
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cally “whether we should go for large dams or small dams in the
north-east.” (The Hindu on line edition of India National newspa-
per, Monday, June 18, 2007. Front page),

The maga dam issue has become an epic centre of the Assam
politics. At any moment it may erupt like a voleano in the Assam
political scene. The government is adamant o complete the big
dam where as the opposition is stubborn to break down this policy
of the government. So, Aristotelian golden method is best appli-
¢able here. In other words, a via- media has 10 be found where no
ane is loser and everyone is gainer,

4 december, 2010.
998), The New Encyclopedia
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ROBERT FROST THE POET OF
HUMINITY

Nivedita Debnath Mallick
Asstt. Teacher,
Vivekananda Vidyapith High School &

man, as an ,isx.mﬂqmbeinighndahmddbemognized
and treated as such by psychologists and psychiatrists. The
mmmmm‘wﬁmmnnmmmzmmm
trends in psychology, behaviourism and psychoanalysis, Humanistic
psychologists believes that behaviourists are over concerned with
the scientific study and analysis of the actions of man as an
organism, to the neglect of basic aspects of man as a fecling,
lhinkingindividual,andlhatloonnwheﬁ“onisspemin laboratory
research, which quantifies and reduces human behaviour to its
elements, Humanists also take issue with the deterministic
orientation of psychoanalysis, which postulates that man’s early
experiences and drives determine his behaviour. Humanist tends
to believe that the individual is responsible for his life and actions
and may at any time creatively change his attitudes or behaviour
through awareness and will, The humanist is concerned with the
fullest growth of the individual in the areas of love, fulfillment,
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self worth, and autonomy: maturation is considered a process during
which one establishes and follows one’s own system of values.
The Association for Humanistic psychology lists five basic
postulates: man, as man, supersedes the sum of his parts, man has
his being in a human context, man is aware; man has choice, and
man is intentional.

Contemporary conceptions of the humanities resemble
carlier conceptions in that they propose a complete educational
program based on the propagation of a self-sufficient system of
human values. But they differ in that they also propose to distinguish
the humanities from the social sciences, and in that they dispute

Iﬂﬂuhﬁel?mﬁryumﬁ

0 ,Wspoﬂymdeﬂnidyhcmﬂodlhepomyof
m&mmmmmmamm“m Further,
he related his humanism to the natural order of the world, Robert
Frost reveals himself as a student of human nature and interests,
Frost’s poetry is inseparable from his humanism, His view of man
and society has two aspects-loneliness and communion. On the
one hand, man feels himself a part of society, with responsibilities
toward fellow human beings; on the other hand, these are moments
when he feels at a distance from his fellow beings, senses wall and
barriers and alienation. Frost’s concept of modern man is that he is
in the grip of alienation, despair and disillusionment. But Frost
does not despair of man’s essential potential for nobility. As an
observer of human life, Frost is knowledgeable and wise.
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of the humanities is most effectual in

Interpreting man’s position in the universe, he creates his own myth
about human existence. Man must maintain his humility, as we
find in ‘Birches’.

“May no fate willfully misunderstand me.

And half grant what | wish and match me away

Not to return, Earth’s the right place for love”™.

He imagines that it is some boy who has devised this game,
which he can play and enjoy throughout the year, He enjoys birch
swinging and climbs and bends every tree. With hard labour, he
has acquired the skill of maintaining his balance even at the highest
point. The poet remembers wistfully that he had also been a swinger
of birches when he was a boy. He feels that he would continue to
be a swinger of birches. When he would get fed up of this world,
he would find relief in birch swinging. By climbing the bent
branches, he would go heavenward for some time and then come
back 1o the earth. The poet would not like to leave this earth forever.
He would like to leave this earth, only when sure that he would
come back. The poet can’t imagine a better place to go to than the
earth. He would like to climb & birch tree and its black branches up
a snow-white trunk toward heaven but he would not like to reach
heaven. He wishes that if the tree could bear no more and dipped
its top and set him down again, that indeed would be better for him
because “that would be good both going and coming back”. The
poem ‘Birches® lies in its combination of picture and human appeal.
In *Birches’, Frost brings out the uncertainty, aimlessness, misery
and despair. He is ‘weary of considerations’, and finds life to be
‘like a pathless wood, where face burns and tickles with cobwebs,
broken across it, and one eye is weeping from atwig’s having lashed
across it open’. Frost shows the modern man’s awareness of the
miseries conflicts and disillusionments of life, and feels he 1o be a
lonely traveler in the pathless woods of life. The poem thus contains
man's view of life and its problems. It reveals Frost’s human concern
and his love of the earth. It voices his preference for the world of
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facts or reality over that of fancy or dreams.

Now, if we talk of human promises, we certainly find in
the poetry of Frost. In “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening™
Frost says that:

“The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But | have promises 10 keep,

And miles to go before I sleep

And miles: 10 go before | sleep™.

The poem nicely presents the human situation in general
nswdlulheexpuicnccofunindlvxdunl The speaker i8 an
individual going on a journey all alone. He may be taken to be a
woﬂhwmm in the modern world. His desire

before he can enjoy eternal

ﬂnmasmmm and then to act accordingly.

beings have at some time to face o similar situation. So,

it can be said that Frost presents a common human situation besides

dealing with the experience or situation of a particular man at a

particular time. The poem presents a dramatic conflict between

desire for sensuous enjoyment and a mornl awareness of one’s duties

and obligation. The treatment of a general human situation lends it
a universality of appeal.

In ‘Mending Wall® Frost deals with the tendency 1o follow
the tradition of exclusiveness and alienation prevailing among
human beings. The thought of the poem is immediately relevant to
modern man, more than any other. One of the most controversial
and baffling problems of our age is the kind of relationship that
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should exist among nations, In our age, there is a latent, profound
paradox. Geographical divisions between countries are constantly
giving way to the growth of the world as large community and the
promotion of the feeling of internationalism. But time and again,
fanatic adherence to one’s nation takes the form of militant
nationalism, The speaker in the poem, the poet himself and his
neighbour get together every spring to repair the stone wall between
their respective properties. Contra-posed to the speaker who is
young, vivacious energetic and with a flexible mould of mind, his
neighbour an old New England farmer, seems to have a deep-seated
faith in the value of walls and fences. He does not care (o explain
his belief, and instead, and asserts his father’s saying,
“Good fences make good neighbours™,
Thespuhsrholdanopmiou.whichisdimcmwly.
oppadnbud'hk
“There where it is we do not need wall
He is all pine and | am apple orchard.
My apple trees will never get across
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him™.

To his inquiring and respective mind, his neighbour's
unthinking adherence to his father's saying is a blinkered view
and ignorance, which was generally the prerogative of the primitive,

“He moves in darkness as it seems to me,
Not of woeds only and the shades of trees”,

Yet things are not totally in favour of the speaker. His own
attitude is also enigmatic and in some respects primitive. To all
appearances he seems to be in sympathy with some elemental sprit
in nature, which denies all wall, divisions, boundaries, The poem
presents a clash between these two points of view, and it may seem
that its meaning is the solution Frost offers the conflicts. The poem
leads us to make a choice, which of the two is right, the speaker or
his Yankee neighbour? Should we tear down the barriers which
discriminate and isolate individuals from each other, or should we
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be practical and admit that distinctions and limitations are necessary
for human beings if they are to maintain mutual and will. Without
taking sides with either of these views, the poet presents both in an
effective manner, and leaves it up to the reader to decide as 10
which view is more valid and convincing. The poet does not provide
an answer to the question as to which of the views is correct or
justifiable. Nor would it be proper to try to derive an answer from
the ‘casual detnils’ and ‘enigmatic comments’ he makes, because
then we would be misinterpreting his meaning, In fact, he conveys
no massage or moral, nor does he offer a solution to the problems
he presents. He simply presents a problem, which is relevant in
modern times. The poem expresses Frost’s philosophy of
brotherhood and tolerance, of honest-living, against the neighbour’s
dogmatic assertion that *good fences make good neighbours’.

1. Lynen, Jhon F. “The Pastoral Art of Robert Frost”, Yale
University Press, 1960.
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York, Oxford University Press, 1963.
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SanDiego, CA.
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‘ Historically speaking globalization is an Indian
eom?t.Abymimbchthsdeﬁnuitanlumbhm"
meaning that “the world is one family”. In our civilization and
mﬂnlﬂemwnspiﬁunlmunhoflbemddismimpwum
!hmtbeslobdﬁonofeeommy.SwmiVivehmuda‘sVedam
is global in its content, and the new world order which he visualized
wasblmdon&econoaptof‘livuisSiva’i.e.aﬂhummbcingsm
equnl.Forhimtlteb&qunl}uﬁvecomcimmoﬂhepeoplc
Mhmﬂhmmdmhwdawmpr
live and contemplate. Gandhiji also viewed that India should not
be confined its own culture rather to be open to all cultures of the
world but should not be attracted to any other. Thus he wanted to
mu.nt.hﬂweslwuldadopuhewltmuofwholeworldbmshould
not imitate any other culture. Moreover, Gandhiji, the other leaders
of our national movement had a broad international outlook.
Homvcr.inthemalscnseofﬂne&umglobaﬁnﬁoa.hassmned
just from the last decade of 20* century.
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Objectives :

The objectives of the study are -

a) To analyse the concept of globalization.

b) To explain the affects of globalization on womcn.

¢) To suggest policy for solving the problem faced by

womern,

d) Conclusion,

Globalization is a controversial term. According to the
ideology and perception of different people the word globalization
mean differently. There are some sociologists like Gidden,
Robertson and Waters who come out with a more precise definition

dcgiudllowtmon “ns a consequence of the

of modemity”. According to Robertson,

historical and political dimensions of giobalization. Therefore, it
i # process integrating not just the economy but culture, technology
and governance.

The European commission has defined globalization, “as
the process by which markets and productions in different countrics
are becoming increasingly interdependent due to the dynamics of
trade in goods and services and blows of capital and technology”™.

Globalization is the era of mega-competition. In other
words, the competition among giant TNCs (Transnational
Corporations). The TNCs are hased on the tendency for more profit
by further exploitation of labour including lowering the wages,
cutting the welfare benefits, laying off employees, depriving
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workers of their labour rights, using cheap labour such as casual
and even child labour and also by further destruction of
cavironment.

In broad terms globalization encompasses every aspect of
human life. The socio-cultural or non-economic domain of
globalization appears more complex than its economic context.
Hecause, it includes all aspects of human life of which economy is
only a part. In narrow terms globalization means liberalization and
the free movements of goods, services, capital and finance across
national boundaries,

However, the word globalization is used in two ways,
positive and negative. In a positive sense, it is used 10 describe a
process of increasing integration of world economy. In other words,
it means the increasing economic openness or expansion of
it is seen as domination by developed nations over developing
Globalization is the new slogan or current mantra of the
new world or even panacea to solve all human problems. Itis
believed that the people of all over the globe would make happy
with the process and achievement of the globalization. Each
individual and community would be so integrated with the world
that no one would remain untouched by prosperity.

It is seen that today's world is unprecedentedly
interconnected and interdependent due 1o the rapid change in global
economy. This era of globalization opening many opportunities
for millions of people in the world. It increased global trade, global
techniques, global ideas such as foreign investments, expanding
media and internet connection which help in economic growth as
well as in advancement of human life. Although globalization has
a non-economic dimension in recent times, it has had its maximum
impact on economic infegration,

Though a large number of country in the world are part of
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the process of globalization, the fruit of globalization is being yet
to be enjoyed by most of them. In comparison to some major

developed countries there are some other developing countries of

Asia and South America, their participation in world economy is
not satisfactory. Therefore, it is seen that in the economic
globeﬁnﬁonthemngagmwingtobemmmongerandthe
weaker more weaker. Infact the process of globalization benefited
a very few number of privileged stronger nations in the world.
Although there are so many merits of globalization even it
can not be ignored the bad effects of globalization. In the process
ofg!obdbuimahmmbaofpeoplﬂnupecﬁveofguﬂas
are its victim. Particularly the vulnerable section of the society,
women are the worst victim of globalization. No doubt,
obalization has allowed women to become a larger part of the

AT A

in different w e poor women who suffer most due to the impact
of globalization. Because, competition among big corporations
cause unemployment and casualization of female labour.

With the changing scenario of the world it is seen that in
the present century the tradition of gendered division of labour is
still continuing. It is one of the most important aspect that
globalization failed to challenge the aged old gender division of
labour. Though globalization increases the opportunities of women
inthaeoommicacﬁvityorpaidjob.itismnﬂyseenﬁmdwym
givmmhpostswlutlheqmlitiesofnunhaingwquired.m
social values plays an important role to obstruct the women from
many jobs which ultimately resulted gender discrimination and
gender disparity. Women workers in many cases face worsening
Voice/86

conditions including extremely low wage, long working hours,
labour accident and are denied their actual position in the working
field. They are treated like sub-humans without even minimum
labour rights. Which is a kind of human rights violation of women.
I'herefore, the feminists over the world have often fought against
such type of discrimination.

With the process of globalization the consumerist culture
over the world have increased day by day. Due to the rich trade and
commerce policies adopted by the states, women, the vulnerable
section of the society becoming like commodity, In order to selling
their productive goods, cosmetics etc. in many times women are
used for advertisement by which the commodification of women
sexuality exposed through television. Now a days, in every nook
and comer of the world television has become a vital media for
promoting consumerist culture. In the choice of commodification,
the essential qualities, the colour and size of the body are decided
by men. As consumers, gencrally the working women at home and
outside the home they are the major consumers of healthcare
prodlm.lnmywsuaimimhnmlolightwhm
many products related to women healthcare, found to be dangerous
and banned and restricted to developed countries, but all these were
marketed in the developing countries.

Globalization has affected the life of the people by another
way that is by widening basic services of the state towards their
people. Undoubtedly, globalization bring many changes for the
nations in socio-economic and cultural field but at the same time it
create problems in life support system to the people. The growing
price hike of essential commodities like kerosene, LPG, sugar, rice
cte. create more problems in kitchen management where women
are its first victims,

The introduction of hi-tech medical facilities is another
major affect of globalization on women. Undoubtedly, the
increasing hi-tech medical facilities have save the life span of people
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all over the world which resulted the decrease of death rate. But al
the same time it also affected the health and birth giving capact
of women by providing various birth control measures. Moreover,
all the sophisticated medical facilities which are specifically
introduced for women in the globalized era, are not equally
accessible 1o all women.

i society. Since last 10-15 years in ;
women are raped and torture by the security forces, those who are
still waiting for acquiring justice (Sadin, 13* January, 2012,
Guwahati). Not only the security forces even the militant groups
are also become the cause of human rights violation of women in
many cases. In this regard a woman, Raboti Kalita from Changsari
village in Assam was killed by some militants (ULFA) in the year
of 2000, on 21* March for refusal to provide shelter (A study by
North East Network). Thus due to the growing network of different

prostitution, abuse and dowry related death are on increased since
Voice/88

the dawn of globalization. Many young women in the third world
countries, with the objective of earning attractive amount and
maintaining high profile life. are adopting prostitution as a carcer
option. Moreover, international sex trafficking have also been
operating in some developing countries. Many women are sold as
sex slaves to middle East and Western countries. From the above
study itis come to the light that globalization has had adverse effects
on women especially in the developing countries.

Suggestion :

1. The process of globalization must be reshaped so that it
has become more people-centred rather than profit centred and more
accountable to women.

2. Proper legislation should be enacted and implemented
in such & globalized manner that women have no need to fight for

3.NGO's can play a major role in creating awareness among
the women about the negative impacts on them and to énjoy the
benefits of it. '

4. To enjoy the benefits of globalization women’s equal

In the psychological development of the people of 21
century, globalization appears to be a significant force. It has its
primary psychological influence on the issues of identity, that is
how people think about themselves in relation to the social
environment. Globalization has also a great impact on the family.
Due to transnational migration of the younger, in many cases the
elders have to face difficulties. However, it is quite fashionable to
say that, globalization is an inevitable world wide phenomenon, as
it is not possible to void the global forces at this stage. Therefore,
no country, society and individual remain unaffected by it.
Globalization has both the positive and negative effects, but the
negative effects often surpass the positive. Therefore, attempts
should be made to minimize adverse effects of globalization. ®
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William Butler Yeats is one of the greatest poets of his
paiodwhiehwnmagcofm;itionmdnpidsocialchmge. In
the field of literature, he was the link between the nineteenth and
twentieth century. The literary range of Yeats is a large one, because
he wrote for a long duration and so many ways. Various poetic
features—as a romantic, as a mystic, as a mythologist, and also the
poet of political ideology— have revealed in the poems of Yeats, It
is the element of nationalism of his poetry that made him the
national poet of the Republic of Ireland.

Though the early works of Yeats are suggesting his
impracticability and detachment from material and public world
yet at the same time he is an active participant of various clubs and
societies. He was shrewd judge of people and events, In 1895,
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Yeats published a collected and revised edition of published poems
entitled Poems and it became a reliable seller for decades and also
a steady income source. Then he got his own flat in London, He
met Augusta Gregory and J.M, Synge in 1896. Though the meeting
of these people was influential, Yeats had already published Fairy
and Folk Tales of the Irish Peasantry (1888), Irish Fairy Tales
(1892), and The Celtic Twilight (1893) before meeting them. His
interest in folklore and fairytales helped him to create an Irish
national literature, But his collaboration with Gregory enabled him
to transform his interest for folklore and fairytales. In 1897 Yeats
demy formulated the idea of the Irish Literary Theatre,

mxmarmmnm The Wind Among the Reeds which

s ofpoi| Dunpgthupenodh:hada

© worda m into the p -
] followed I the Seven Woods, Yeats embraces “reality” and he has
given up his preoccupation with ornament and mythology. In The
Folly of Being Comforted he denied any comfort for his love. From
then there is the fast development in his poetry and the language
gains the force of gesture, In 1903 Maud Gonne married MacBride.
He was stirred to the depth of soul and his anger, disgust, despair
and love acquiring a depth of insight and gave a new intensity and
power to his poetry,
In 1928 Yeats published his next volume of poems The
Tower. The Tower represents a group of poems interlocked with
¢ach other such as The Phases of the Moon, The Tower, A Prayer
for my Daughter, Meditation in Time of Civil War, A Dialogue of
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Self and Soul, Blood and the Moon and Symbels. The poet's reaction
to his own physical weakness wrought by time is the central theme
of The Tower. The poetic maturity of Yeats comes to him gradually
and the summit of it is in the poems of this collection. The poems
were published earlier to Seven Poems and Fragment (1922) but
when these poems were re-arranged and published in The Tower
he has achieved poetic maturity, philosophic serenity and
accustomed to external affairs of the world. He is now one of the
greatest poet s of Twentieth century and conferred the Nobel Prize
for literature in 1923, He is also a public figure being appointed a
Senator of the Republic of Ireland, But besides oll these
responsibilities his poetic genius pever dwindled. His verse took
on new eloquence, it starts taking interest on politics, philosophy,
love and friendship. As his body decayed his imagination grew

3 ’% 2 -" EPC i E | oy
and Other Poems (1933; It wl(sﬂutpublhbed by
Press in 1929 but it was again published by Macmillan, The Winding
Stair represents Yeats® ascension from messy realities of human
cxistence. The Winding Stair includes twa very important poems:
A Dialogue of Self and Soul and Blood and the Moon. Yeats in this
period repeatedly recommits himself to lust, rage and imagination,
Ondncomrybc_alsomuscmnl powerful elegies during these
years, such as In Memory of Eva GoreBooth and Con Markiewi.
In the poenis of this period has a voice which was apparent in the
time of great productivity, That particular voice is that the poems
were preoccupied with romantic and sexual themes ie. “Crazy
Jane™ poems.

The Last Poems was published in 1939 and the poems of
this volume were arranged by the poet himself. In the Last Poems
he shows not the proper tragic joy, but an approach way to it. Yeats
is as self aware as ever in Last Poems as careful to re-arrange his
poems in order to comment upon one another. One of Yeats' last
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creative tasks was to re-arrange the content list for Last Poems and
he wanted that the volume opens with Under Ben Bulben. The
brief lyric Politics, which Yeats placed, last in the volume.,
Celtic folklore as the theme of his early poems:
The main issue of Yeats’ works was his sense of nationalism,

It was the sense of nationalism that |nsp:red him to incorporate the
traditional Celtic folklore and myth into his works. Immerging
himself in the rich and varied world of Celtic myth and folklore,
Yeats would contribute to the literary world poems and plays that

embrace his native legends while promoting his own sense of

nationalism. The Song of Wanderings of Aengus illustrates how he

prove uw:yommsym

 Irish myth and folklore which had been suppressed

tii'hh doctrine of Church and the British education system.
Yeats took poetry and plays as an instrument to re-educate the Irish
people about their heritage and medevelopmemofnanomlmxc
sensibility. He retold entire folktales in epic poems and plays, such
as Wanderings of Oisin (1889) and Death of Cuchulain and short
poem as The Stolen Child (1886) and Cuchulain's Fight with the
Sea (1925). Other poems deal with the folkloric subjects, i images,
and themes are Who Goes With Fergus? (1893), The Song of
Wandering Aengus (1899). It is worth noticeable that, Yeats infused
in his poetry with a rich sense of Irish culture, Even though the
poem is not purely deal with the Irish myth, it retains the colour of
indigenous Irish culture.

Throughout the career of Yeats’ life, he used his work as an
Voice/94

mddsﬁulklmnduulomhm. Rather than a song of love, this is
more 4 p 'Ewmwmhmmwwot

hmelﬁshpoliuuh‘dcdpmsm-

nstrument to educate the Irish people about their own history and
comment on Irish politics too. When he was increasingly involved
in nationalist politics, his poem took a patriotic tone. He comments
on Irish politics through distinguished poems-An Irish Airman
Foresees His Death, Easter 1916, and In Memory of Eva Gore-
Booth and Con Markiewicz. In the first poem, the poet focused on
the hypocrisy of the British soldier in using Irish soldier in the
First World War. In the second two poems he addressed particular
persons and events related to nationalist politics. Another two
poems, The second Coming and Leda and the Swan, the poet used
various images for the description of chaotic and disorderly situation
of war in Ireland and abroad.

When writing about his country, Yeats used the themes of
nationalism, freedom from oppression, social division, and unity.
In the three poems, To Ireland in Coming Times, September 1913,
and Easter 1916, these aspects, in relation the War of Irish

Mm“mhﬂuﬁfnﬂyupmudbymemm

.mmmmwnmwmcmmusmmmm
is nationalism. In the first poem, he urges the idea of Irish

brotherhood:
True brother of a company
That sang, to sweeten Ireland’s wrong,
Although he wanted to fight for freedom of Ireland, he did not
participate in any military activities. Instead of this type of active
participation, he used songs and poems to reflect the situation of
Ireland:
I cast my heart into my rhymes,
That you, in dim coming times,
May know how my heart went with them
After the red-rose-bordered hem.
He introduced the theme of freedom in the poem September
1913. He stated that the Ireland of his imagination no longer existed:
Romantic Ireland’s dead and gone,
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mdmwuh adeep mpmon ‘about Irish nationalism.

To explore the unique character of the nation the poets use
the myth and mythical history. They emphasise what seems most
original and distinctive and which enabled the nation to hold
together, resist oppression, and (o endure and prosper. The poets
recreate mythical figures to give the nation the hope of victory,
wisdom, and unity. By portraying the ideal legendary heroes, the
poets wanted to give legitimacy and power to a nation, For
nll these reasons, Yeats wrote the poems having the sense of |
nationalism and that made him the national poet of Ireland.*
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“Aulnwmmknowledgeptysubeam” quoted by
Benjamin Franklin, beautifully describes the importance of education,
The future of mankind, stable economy, quality enhancement of
global citizens, always depends on education. Advanced societies
of the globe have already proved their standard and quality of higher
education. As a fast growing country India is also working hard to
be the same,

Prime Minister Dr. M.M. Singh is very keen to make the
Indian Society a knowledgeable one and to transform the higher
education system to global standard. Hence in the 12* five year plan
India is going to invest more in higher education sector. The vision
of the plan is, ‘further access to higher education’, made possible

Voice/

through & number of schemes aimed at creating and expanding new
universities and colleges. Access coupled with equity and inclusion
by bridging regional imbalance and disparities and shall address the
economic, social and technological needs of the country. For this,
India is striving hard to transfer knowledge onto the new generation.
Today, the most talked about topic in education sector, is the
increasing crisis in higher education. However, India has perspective
plan to address the challenge, let us be a part of it.

Ratiopal: India has a glorious past of a strong higher
education system, an intense background of knowledge, philosophy
and culture. However, it is not justifiable to just remain satisfied
wndiourpm.owmgtothcmmvechmgamtheedmmnm
in present times. Some knowledge has become obsolete with
ademofunw.chmge.dimyofﬂmmwmlogy In
spite of all these problems, countries like U.S,A. , New Zealand,
China , Singapore and other European countries are showing
increasing excellence in the field of higher education. India, on the
other hand needs to put in much needed effort for the betterment and
improvisation of the higher education sector. U.S.A has more than
80% access 1o higher education, whereas India has only 13.5% to
17% (NSSO). A country can have a stable economy only through
the effort of its skillful citizens and a capable government, which is
only possible when everyone has equal access to higher education.

Methodology: This paper is prepared by my personal
observations along with consultation of books, journals and websites
dealing with higher education. Some secondary data are collected
from U.G.C. and data from World Bank.

Objectives: India has been suffering from fundamental
challenges of access, equity and equality in higher education. There
is also low enroliment and lack of importance on expansion of
vocational education. The main objective of this paper is:

i. To examine the current status of higher education.

ii. To compare our higher education system with other
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developed countries which can give us some clues about what our
strength and weaknesses are.

il To give suggestions about the ways of maximizing the
access 10 higher education.

iv. To analyze the strategies of our government. using for
mclusuvc and quahmwe devclopnu:m in higher education.

Focus of the |2"‘ FYP Mll be on utilizing ‘this historic
opportunity of expansion’ for deepening excellence and achieving
equal access to quality higher education. At present, there are 43
central Universities out of which, 38 are being given maintenance
and development grant by the U.G.C. There are 383 state Universitics
WmmdaﬁwndMofMUGCm

an Mﬁxoﬂylﬁmﬂnﬁm

mumbwmnhmmmmmm
of the higher institutions must be changed and improved.

According to the U.G.C documents, the Gross enrollment
Ratio (GER) in urban areas is around 20%, rural areas around 6%
and SC/ST/OBC varies between 6-8%.

Most of the government aided institutions (central & state),
are offering conventional curriculum and accessed by the students
of poor and disadvantaged scctor of the society. Institutions, offering
professional and new academic programs can be accessed by the
more fortunate classes of the society. Another intriguing question is
that, why the private institutions are capable of taking up new courses
and not the government ones? Government should think over the

Voice/100

matter as there must be some regulatory barriers which stop the
ncademician to start some latest and relevant courses.

Opportunities of professional courses should not only be
limited to the private institutions and the richer class of people. A
democratic welfare country like India must think for the vast lower
income group of people and thereby providing them with equal
opportunities.

A lot of suggestions are being made by the various Indian
education Commissions for the betterment of the higher education
system, a few of which are already being used. Except for some
new inclusions, all other areas of higher education have already been
touched by Dr. Radhakrishnan commission and even a few measures
of improvement are mentioned. Dr, Kothari Commission, NPE of
1986 and POA of 1992 also forwarded different suggestions to
improve Indian education at various levels. As the 37 highest
Mmm system in the world, India has many
areas in Hdmdmon which are yet left to be addressed.

The three EEE's, expansion, equity and excellence cannot
be isolated from one another.

NKC’s recommendation that |50 affiliated colleges for one
university in any condition cannot be a good decision,

IRAHE's idea is like old wine in new bottle. U.G.C could be
reorganized with that idea,

Instead of raising number of universities up to 1500 as told
by NKC, it would be more practical if importance is given on
consolidation and strengthening of the existing institutions.

We should be able to stop the outgoing of students to foreign
countries and also stop the increasing problem of brain drain.

Establishment of 40 central Universities, 20 exclusively for
women, and 1000 polytechnic institutions, is some ambitious aim.

Idea offered by J. Singh for “College Cluster University” of
50 is good.

Minimization of gender gap and regional disparity, schemes
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for helping differently able students, will help in increasing the access
of higher education if done in reality.

Promoting equity in all disciplines, general, technical,
professional education can give justice 1o the aspirants.

Regulatory bodies are to be very strict to monitor the inclusion
of teaching and non teaching staff. Incompetent manpower cannot
contribute to making of competent human resource,

Now India has more than 3.5 million students in distance
learning field. The provisions and facilities are to be enhanced for

| more inclusion and access in higher education.
It would be practical if new and proposed education
institutions are started in rural and remote areas where institutions

WMMMMmeW:L
» is planning on giving loans, scholarships, Bus fair,
subsidized ducs in hostel to help the poor and backward students.
But, I highly doubt whether or not the proposed measures will reach
the target group.

Establishment of more vocational institutions with job
guarantee can attract inclusion, There should be campus recruitment
strategy 1o attract students,

New courses having more demand must be introduced at
higher level of institutions.

In order to sustain our economic growth we need a pool of
workforee, In spite of our large number of population there is scarcity
to get more skilled worker to fill some job requirements in different
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service and corporate sector.

The demand supply phenomenon of job seekers and industry
is very interesting. There is a real talent shortfall as India has 69%
educated unemployed without proper skill (NSSO).

To achieve the 11* plan GER target of 15% by 2011-12
enroliments in colleges and universities should reach 61.3 lakhs and
8.7 lakhs respectively.

Japan has 4,000 Universities for its 127 million populations
and India has 544 higher institutions for 1.2 billion people.

India must take steps for establishment of new institutions
but at the same time we must not forget the poor, who cannot afford
these higher institutions. It has been observed that the student
population is decreasing in the government institutions where
mhmﬂmmmnﬂ

‘Some private institutions are also expanding without quality.
They should be scrutinized for quality.

Distance education based on 3-A concept (anyone , anytime
and anywhere) will help increase the number of access 1o higher
education,

Introduction of new skill related courses is a need of hour.

There is a strong need for the entry of new providers in the
sphere of education, and they must come up with innovations, reforms

Plans and promises of Government, NKC and MHRD should
be materialized. ¢
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THE OPERATING SYSTEM

HOW DOES IT WORK& ITS DIFFERENT TYPES
Bikramjit Nath

Department of Computer Science
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' systems are designed to control the operations of programs such as
Web browsers, word processors and e-mail programs.

The operating system is stored on disk, but it needs to be
loaded into memory (RAM) once the computer is switched on and
befare any other program can be run.

The operating system is automatically loaded into memory
as $0on as we turn on or boot the computer. The term booting refers
to the process of loading an operating system into a computer’s
memory. This process is done by a program called the bootstrap
loader which is stored permanently in the computer’s electronic
circuitry i.e. , on a ROM chip.

Voice/
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individual users are called Personal Computers(PCs). PC operating

Fig: OS structure
Functions of an operating system:
Every computer has an operating system and regardless of
thcsizeandcompkmyofthecompmermdmopmungsymm

memory. Anopeudngsymmnﬁlemctm'eonthe
computer hard drive where user data can be stored and retrieved.
When a file is saved, the operating system saves it, attaches a name
to it, and remembers where it put the file for future use. The way
an operating system organizes information into files is called the
file system. Most operating system use a hierarchical file system,
which organizes files into directories or folders under a tree
structure, The beginning of the directory system is called the root
directory

remTarTivced ¥ e Sywterr
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b) Providing a user interface:

Users interact with application programs and computer
hardware through a user interface. Almost all operating systems
today provide windows like Graphical User Interface (GUI) in
which graphic objects called icons are used to represent commonly
used features.

¢) Running application:

The programs load and run applications such as word
processors. Most operating system support multitasking or the
ability to ran more than one application at a time. When a user
requests program, the operating system locates the application and
loads it into the primary memory or RAM of the computer.

d) Support for built-in utility programs:

The operating system uses utility programs for maintenance

‘mummhdpidmfymﬂmlomloa

pa w_mmmm Examples of utility

Mshpa Qutput System (BIOS), The BIOS controls the
‘hardware. All programs that need hardware resources must go

through the operating sysiem. The operating system can either
access the hardware through the BIOS or through the device drivers.

Computer BIOS
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Types of Operating System:

The operating system design must strongly influenced by
the type of use for which the computer system is intended.

1. Single user system: ( Win 95/98, Win vista, Win 7,
Win Me)

Single user systems, as their name implies, provide a
computer system for only one user at a time. They are appropriate
for computer dedicated to a single function or which are so
inexpensive as to make sharing not worthwhile. Most
microcomputer operating systems are of single user type. Single
user systems generaily provide a simple computer system, which
facilitates the running of a variety of software packages as well as
allowing uses develop and execute programs of their own.

2. Batch processing system: (Z/0S, 05/309 are OS
for mainframe computer)

Batch processing was the very first method of processing
which was adapted. The main purpose of this system was to enable
the computer to move automatically from one job to anether without
the operator having to intervenc. Jobs are queued.

The computer would then process the jobs one at a time
without further human intervention. Batch processing is still used
nowadays.

In any computer system. the speed by which the CPU can
execute instructions is much higher than that which other peripheral
devices can reach, Thus, peripheral devices such as the printer,
disk drives and others waste a lot of the CPU’s time, because they
cannot process their part of the job as quickly as the CPU, This
results in a large percentage of CPU idle time. Another inefficiency
is that, when a small program is being run, most of main memory
remains unused, Therefore, the most two expensive resource of
the system- memory and time are wasted. As processing speed and
memory size increased with the advance in technology, the wastage
became even greater.
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3. Multiprogramming system: (Win 9X, RISC 08)

The multiprogramming operating could manage resources
more efficiently. More than one user’s program can be resident in
main memory at one time. In this system, multiple jobs are loaded
into the central memory and each is allotted some CPU time, a tiny
fraction of a second during which it receives the CPU's attention.
When a job's CPU time is up, it is suspended and control passes to
the next job, which can continue from where it left off before. In
simpler terms the CPL is switched rapidly between the different
programs. This means the system does not have to wait for one job
to be completed before starting the next.

The simplest multiprogramming
system used round-robin method, where each job received the sume
CPU time. More sophisticated systems allowed priorities to be
defined for each job, such that the job with highest priority received
the longest CPU time. Such a system minimizes the amount of
idle time of the CPU and the amount of unused memory. The general
iécabdundthe multiprogramming is that the computer is working
on several programs, which are in memary at one time,

Fig: Multiprogramming OS
4, Time sharing system: (UNIX, Flex OS, Win 2000,
Win 2003)
In an interactive system, the user sits at a terminal, which
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is hooked up to the computer. The user can execute the job and the
output is executed to be reasonably instantaneous, cven if other
users are exccuting their own job on the same computer, To meet
these situations, the principle of time sharing was introduced in
the design of operating systems, The aim of the time sharing
operating system is to give cach terminal user a response time of
about three to five seconds, A time sharing system works on the
same principles as a multiprogramming system, exceplt that now
the jobs are interactive.

Fig: Time sharing or multi user os model
5. Real time system: (QNX, Lynx OS, Win CE)
Immediate processing and up-to-date information are major
characteristics of areal-time system. Such a system, the information
in flies has to be located very quickly and the updating of the records
must be fast. The system must be able to respond quickly 10 an
enquiry otherwise it becomes impractical. In a real time system a
transaction is processed to completion at the time is occurs ensuring
that the information in the files reflects the true or real situation.
These system is used in a flight reservation system, a banking
situation ete,
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Fig: Real time OS
6. Network system: (Win NT, Win XP, Mac 08 X)
 As technology advanced, computer became cheap enough

LA SR

iohmumimmpmaﬂhmmlt

Gagne
Websites:
1. feitrkaw,edy sa/GetFile.aspx? ld= 60876 & fn=Operating
L wiww.computerhope.com/os. hitm
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operating system
www.asbdu, in‘econtent/Operating®s20System/unit ! pdf
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/THE_multiprogramming system

oA N

must handk the communication between the networked computer,
managing the data traffic and the sharing of system’s resources.
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FACTORS OF FEMINISM IN THE
STORY OF JIBRAN KHALIL
JIBRAN’S ‘MARTHA AL BANIYA’

Md.Nmnllsllm

word *Femina' (woman), The meaning Femina is ‘having the
qualities of females’. This started to a movement in around the late
19th century to early 20" centuries with the beginning of the first
wave of feminism. This movement dealt mainly with the suffrage
movemen!, The second wave of feminism started from 1960 to
1980s. This wave dealt with the inequality of laws as well as
unofficial inequalities, The current feminism is regarded as the
third wave feminism, It deals with the perceived failures of the
second wave.

Dictionaries usually define feminism as the advocacy of
the rights of women. It was established on a beliefin the quality of

Voice/

the sexes. It is a call of action. Without action, it is merely empty
rhetoric which cancels itself out, This is used as independent of
mind as well as spirit and body. It is the effort 10 end patriarchal
domination because it insists on the eradication of exploitation
and oppression in the family context and in all other intimate
relationships. Its goal is to achieve the Right of women to freedom
of choice and power to control their own lives in and outside home.
It also emphasize on the control over their bodies. The creation of
more just, social and economic order naturally and internationally
isanother goal of feminism movement, Feminism is not concerned
with a group of people, but with a type of injustice it wants to
eliminate.

The credit goes to America for an organised movement for
women’s rights with the Seneca Falls Declaration, in the summer
of 1848. The first to have held modern feminist views is Christine
chm(ﬂ“ 1430). Sbewnhﬂmfcminlnuﬂnmmspukof
the four century long debate on women. The early feminists did
ummﬂwm‘l’emlnm ruther they named it as ‘Defenders’ or
‘Advocates of women’, The carly feminists focused on gender.
The sexes are culturally, ant not just biologically formed. The
contents of the early feminist theory reflect the declining power of
women of rank and the enforced domestication of middle-class
women,

All feminists are not women, Many men support the goals
and initiatives of feminism. It is fact women alone cannot achieve
its goals of greater maturity, understanding and coopcmion between
the sexes.

There are almost as many versions of feminism as there
are feminists. Some of the various areas as- Marxist Feminism,
Romanti¢ Feminism, Separatist Feminism, Social Feminism,
Reformist Feminism, Ecological Feminism, Liberal Feminism,
Radical Feminism, Lesbian Feminism ete.

The issue of feminism is one of the major issue and factor
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in the writings of world literature. Without proper justification to
female no nation can be regarded as civilized or prosperous. In
every country this issue entered sooner or later. The writers picked
it up differently in their writings. The goal of these writings was to
equalise the position of men and women.

In Arabic literature, we find many feminist writers. We can
find the issues of feminism from the pre — Islamic period (o till the
contemporary period, Qaim Amin (1863-1908), Najib Mahfuz
(b.1912), Nazik al- Mala'ika (b.1923) are some mentionable names
in this field.

In Mahjar Literature one name is spreading all over the
warld. He is known as “The Prophet’. The pioneer member of ‘af

abita al Qalamyya(The Pen Assosiation  is none other but he

"

ed society. The book namely “drais al Muruj(1906) has a

 this issu In this essay | will highlight that story in the

ontext various feminism issues. The name of the story is *Martha'.

Before going to the issues of feminism a brief summary of the
story is entertained,

The story is based on three characters. They are- the writer
himself, Martha of Ban and Fuad, the son of Martha. The plot is
the beautiful Lebanon. It is a story of deceive, seduce and sympathy.
The main character is a female character, Martha. She is an orphan
girl brought up in a poor family of North Lebanon. A girl did not
know anything except her inherited tears of grief and walked bare-
footed in a tattered dress behind a milk cow and her guardian’s
roughly behaviour ofharshness and anger. Her heart was free from
high thinking. One day she was pasturing the milk cow in the field.
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Then she hears the sound of hoofs on the broken stones of the
valley. A horseman of ease and wealth riding slowly towards her
and asked the road down to the coast. Knowing that the teenager
girl deceivable by his trap, he drew her on that moment to his breast
and kissed her. He mounted her on the back of his horse and took
her to a fine house and gave her garments of silk and perfumes and
rich food and drink. Then he fulfils his lust and animal desires
giving a child in her womb. After satisfied himself of her body and
brought low her spirit in humility he went away. He compels her to
become a prostitute and harlot. In the house of darkness her
oppressor left her and her suckling child to endure the cruelties of
hunger, cold and aloneness. His friends came to her one following
another knowing her need of hunger and weakness of self reliance.
She had 1o live for the sake of her son, Martha. Slowly she became
evil deeds behind the curtain of night. At last, she was died and
was buried in a deserted field far out from the town. A tragic ending
of a dreamful girl. The second character is a child character, Fuad.
A little boy of five years of age and clad in rags and tatters, small
pale face and eyes of weariness and poverty. One who knew not
what a father is, He knew his mother’s name only. He sold bunches
of flowers to provide food for him and his mother, Martha. The
writer met Martha through this boy and he helplessly noticed the
dying moments of that unlucky woman. She lamented for her
previous happenings and for her child. Fuad was the offshoot sin.
child of shame. She will leave him alone in the pitiless existence.
When she died, the little boy, Fuad and the writer had carried her
on the shoulders and buried.

The third character is the writer himself. He knew the story
of Martha al Baniya from an old villager who had known her since
her childhood. The writer knew the story till her vanishing from
North Lebanon valley. As a result the milk cow retumed that evening
without her mistress, Unfortunately when the writer retumed to
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Beirut after having passed his college vacation in North Lebanon,

he met Martha therein. One day when he was sitting in the porch

of his lodgings, a boy came up to him carrying a tray filled with
| bunches of flowers. The five years old boy asked him to buy a
‘ flower from him. His pitiful physical appearance compels the writer
' to buy some flowers. Then from this little boy he knew his name as
| Fuad and then about Martha whose story he knew from North
Lebanon. Knowing that she is ill, he eagerly wanted to meet her by
the help of her son. The orphan girl who passed the days of her
chnldhoodw:thmhadbemcamcduwxyonthe ndeofoomxpt

= M'ﬂnmmgvmm
zdﬁd}uﬂ with the help of her
deserted field for the protest of

et iscus sbout he Fctors i he sry o Mt

Literature is not mere fiction, rather is an interprezation and
compilation of history, anthropology, sociology, psychology and a
host of other areas, With the advent of feminism, cach and every
female oriented subject has become an issue of literary debate, In
the story of “Martha al Baniva', the title is a female character. Martha
15 & symbol of oppression, suppression in patriarchal society.
Though the theory of feminism is that men and women should be
equal politically, economically and socially, but in the real sense
of the story this theory has not happened at all, Martha is not socially,
cconomically equal to the horseman of wealth, The horseman is a
rich person and economically sounds. Therefore he is able to seduce
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Martha. On the other hand Martha does not know what the society
is. She was born in such a society that she is only the commodity
of enjoyment towards the men made society. Economically she is
without any comparison to the rich. Just to cam food livelihood
she had to sell her body to the greedy men in the remote dark areas.
She does not know what politics is. She only knows how to survive
in the market of prostitution.

According to Wollstonecraft it is the education and
upbringing women that created their limited expectations based
on a self image dictated by male gaze. The helpless Martha in an
orphan since her childhood. So, she has not any kind of education.
Hetums&crnlsodidnotpmndeedmaﬁontohcr JFeminism is a

ll,“ forsocialumdhlmmonaswellasmovmmthm
m«mw Like her many other women are victimized
byﬂ:commsﬁ:hgmaytheirpolmw, social and economical

. The oppressor, the horseman destroys not only her life by
xdmmbahﬂnlsomysberﬁveymoldml’und.m
family is economically so down that even Fuad had to sell bunches
ol‘ﬂomtotbenchmmdigsﬁngd\chmh manner of the rich.
Rich men like Fuad's unknown father is responsible for this result
of destruction. Fuad is the result of his illegal crime with Martha,
He has given birth that boy but flees away without taking
puardianship of the boy, Maternal- child boy is a primary
relationship compared to the child’s relationship to the father.
Martha brings up her son Fuad in a helpless condition. Perhaps
she gives birth of an unwanted child. She knows this boy will have
to live in a world of hatred and merciless, The writer Jibran has
portrait & vivid description in this regard. The writer is truly a sense
of feminist feelings. He is awakened and conscious about women'’s
life and problem. Jibran knows the girl, Martha indirectly in North
Lebanon and directly in Beirut some years later. He has sympathy
to this orphan girl and her son. When he met her she was in the
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dying condition and after hearing the arrival of an unknown person
to her room she cried in agony, ‘Do you purchase the last shreds of
my life o that you might defile it with your lust? Go from me, for
the streets are filled with women ready 1o sell their bodies and
souls cheaply.” Martha is not the only victim but other poor women
also the victim to the rich people. She was compelled to become a
prostitute. The writer consoles Martha as, *You are oppressed,
Martha, and he who has oppressed you is a child of the palaces,
great of wealth and little of soul,” Martha wants revenge from his
son in future for this result. She says, ‘If he be courageous and just,

Mmhnlﬂmiyaunamy based on some feminism issues,

e factor
It is chiefly concerns with the issues arising out of ‘pornography,
prostitution, sexual harassment, rape and woman battering.* Martha
is a prostitute and sells her body in the dark areas to the rich after
giving birth her son, Fuad. Its main reason is, as Kete Miller insists,
the gender system of patriarchy.

Marxist feminism is the other factor in this story. It says
that women are often looked at and treated as property of man, As
such a woman's position is reduced to that of commodity meant
1o be used and disposed. Taking the advantage of the patriarchal
society rich men of the palace treat Martha along with other females
as their property of enjoyment. After using them they dispose it.
Voice/118

That is why Jibran wants to show the class system of capitalism as
one of the cause of women's oppression.

Patriarchal ways are harmful to women, children and other
living things. It is the theory of eco- feminism. This theory is applied
in this story,

Mothering is one of the other factors in this story. Mothering
means ‘care for another with maternal affection or tenderness.”
Martha has no proper mothering to her son Fuad. His father did
not take the responsibility for him. She is unable because her body
did not allow her for proper mothering to the son after sexually
harassed many times in the patriarchal society.

At last, the conclusion can be drawn from this story taking
the factors of feminism into account that this story is truly based
on feminism issues and factors. Almost all the factors of feminism
in available in it.®
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NARRATING NATION,

NARRATING SELF
Subhashis Banerjee
Research Scholar
Tezpur central University, Assam

‘of India is full of Gurus, spiritual as well as
religious. These are the people who have promoted spirituality,
meditation, love, peace, brotherhood, serving others and other such
humanitarian values to people in India and the rest of the world.

Swami Vivkananda's contribution as a saint to a faithful
and sympathetic representation of India’s aspirations and ideals in
foreign lands cannot be gainsaid. Vivekananda created not only a
lofty Advaita Vedantic ideal under the order of Ramakrishna
Mission but founded a new epoch in the life of the Indian people
in different respects- social, economic and in political fronts in
consistency with India’s past heritage and in harmony with the
western ideals. His faith was on the 'Ashwarh tree having its root
fone) above and the branches {manifold) helow and (which is)
avyaya (which will never perish) ', ii. (Bhagavad Gita, XV-I)
Voice/

Swami Vivekananda, the prince of Indian renaissance
searched for the true identity of the motherland and firmly
established it in front of the whole western world. To him India
was not a land of the Heathens as Bishop Heber wrote:

“The heathen in his blindness

Bows down to wood and stone . iii. (Greenland's ley
Mountains)

Vivekananda himself also felt that “The English used three
‘B’s Bible, Brandy and Bayonets in civilizing India". iv. (Some
Customs of Hindus). He Helped the whole nation to raise her head
from these Eurocentric values and steered the wheels of India to
the threshold of prosperity. As a rational thinker he did not throw
away the culture of te Europeans that was already received and
imbibed by the Indians. He extracted the juice out of it and threw
the substance away. What he left for us is a new India whose soul
is made of Veda and Upanishads, but, ker outlook becomes: very
much modemn like the Europe. Thus he saved the motherland from
being a ‘muddle . v. (A Passage 1o India,)

Vivekananda was a man who taught “awakened India 1o
come out of the Slough of Despond and face the world; even the
western world-with a new self-confidence and almost a sense of
mission to global humanity”. vi. (Indian Writing In English). He
assimilated the ideas of modern renaissance and put that spirit in
the traditional pot of Indian philosophy.

As a literary artist, Vivekananda's contribution cannot be
overestimated. He wielded his pen for the social and spiritual
regeneration of India, The writings of this great preacher flamed
the fire of patriotism in the hearts of his countrymen, and some of
his uttérances became the incantation of the freedom fighters, His
voluminous and varied contributions contain speeches and gospels,
essays and spistles. Swamiji’s peculiarity lies in his being able to
perceive tradition and modemity from the same perspective, namely
humanity. When and whenever the twins (tradition and modernity)
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encounter, he acts as a dependable bridge, His grasp on human
history helps him locate the roots of individual and social problems.
The remedies he has offered are therefore, significant. Since these
are given with the aim of eradicating trouble from its origin, they
are durable and full of the promise of peace and prosperity. He
reaches out 1o pull humanity from the mire of misery. This is not
achievable by the prowess of intellect only; expansion of heart is
also indispensably required, and here Swamiji’s love and
compassion knows no bounds.

Swami Vivekananda was a prophet and a
philosopher. He knew well the probable consequences of the British
imperialism in India. That is why he wholeheartedly tried to re-
establish the lost identity and culture of India. His approach was

had been forbidden or devalued for so long that much pre-colonial

Vivekananda's prose works on various aspects are not post-
colonial in its restricted sense, but, those are post-colonial in
content, style and thinking. He aptly analyzed the conflict between
the colonialist ideology and the ideology of the colonized which
resulted in the crisis of the identity. The colonizer believed that
only their own anglo-European culture was civilized, sophisticated,
or, according to the post-colonial critics ‘metropolitan’. Therefore
the native people were defined as savage, backward and
undeveloped. The colonizers saw themselves at the centre of the
world; the colonized were at the margins. Vivekananda firmly stood
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against this conception. According to him, civilization is a dynamic
system and no culture or custom is pure or stagnant. Cross-culture
is a spontancous process of the social, economic and cultural
development. But considering one culture or civilization is not
rational and rather oppressive. India is perhaps the most ancient
civilization of the world and the British had nothing to do with it.
To civilize the most ancient civilization is somewhat ridiculous.
The chief intention of the colonizers was different. They came and
invaded the land; made much profit out of it and left the land in a
state of chaos and disorder after the lectures delivered by Swamiji
in the Parliament of Religions, Chicage ‘THE NEW YORK
HERALD " published the following comment:

“He is undoubtedly the greatest figure in the parliament of
Religions. After hearing him we feel how foolish it is to send
missionaries to this learned nation " vii. (Chicago Address, 62)

Thus, colonialist ideology, which is inherently Eurocentric,
was a pervasive force in the British schools established in the
colonies to inculcate British culture and values in the indigenous
people and thereby forestall rebellion. In this context the lecture
delovered by Vivekananda in the Parliament of Religion on 20"
sept” 1893 is significant:

"Christians must always be ready for good criticism, and 1
hardly think that you will mind if 1 make a little criticism. You
Christians, who are so fond of sending oul missionaries to save
the soul of the heathen— why do you not try to save their bodies
Jfrom starvation?— You erect churches all through India, but the
crying evil in the east is not religion— they have religion enough-
but it is bread that the suffering millions of burning India cry out
Sor with parched throats. * viii. (Chicago Address, 51)

Swami Vivekananda in his very short but dynamic life-time
(39 years only) tried his best to develop the true nationalistic spirit
among the native people. His innumerable writings penetrate into
the main ethos of Indianism: He did not try to draw a demarcation
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between so called ‘INDIANISM' and ‘EUROPEANISM® or
‘WESTERNISM'. His main concern was to frame a structure of
modem India—a country having variegated cultures, languages and
religions bt with a single soul. To him India is the miniature of the
whaole world and whose religion is Humanism. So, the identity of
India is as precious as the religion for any community- it is as
impartant as the history of the ancient world.

"Shall India die? Then from the world all spirituality will
be extinct, all moral perfection will be extinct, all sweet-souled
sympathy for religion will be extinet. " ix. (The Complete Works,
v, 347)

Swamiji's root-and-branch reform consisted in considering
the nation as a whole. Vivekananda’s approach (o life was not

H uld. Vivekananda understand the problem?
Swamiji was the prophet and so he knew this secret. He went to
ever produced. His teaching was simple. His important teaching,
which is an echo of the Vedanta, is that ‘Each soul is potentially
divine. The goal is to manifest this Divinity within by controlling
nature, external and internal. Do this either by work, or worship,
or psychic control, or philosophy— by one: or more, or all of these—
and be free. This is the whole of religion, Doctrines, or dogmas, or
rituals, or books, or temples, or forms, are but secondary details.
X. (The Compiete Works, i, 132)

Our nation has tremendous potential within. Nations, like
people, are trichotomous 00, They too have the body, the mind
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and the Self. Indian mind is the religious mind. Indian Spirit is the
religious Spirit. So India has tremendous potential. lts constituents,
we the people, too have tremendous potential within, waiting to be
brought forth. Fora thousand years we were told we were nothing,
We were humiliated and tortured, So we had forgotten that we had
innate potential. Swami Vivekananda reminded us of that potential,
Once we got freedom, we began to manifest that potential. And
today, India is about to sit at the top of the world. A century ago,
Swami Vivekananda had prophesied that ‘India will be raised, not
with the power of the flesh, but with the power of the spirir...' And
that is happening now. When everyone criticized religion,
Vivekananda said: ‘Here in India, it is religion that forms the very
core of the national heart. It is the backbone, the bed-rock, the
Joundation upon which the national edifice has been built. Politics,
power, and even intellect form a secondary. consideration here.
Religion, therefore; is the one consideration in India." xi. (The
Complete Works, ii, 208)

Unlike the modemist culture, which has set the standards
of life based on materialism and consumerism, Indian traditional
culture has religion and spirituality as its foundation. Again,
modermist culture is in search of truth through the physical science
by means of reason, while the ancient Indian culture’s quest for
truth is not confined to the world of space and time, but goes beyond
it to achieve spiritual self knowledge. It is the plane of spirituality
that provides the broad frmework for the treatment of all inanimate
things and animate beings. Vivekananda had keen interest to mingle
the main ideas of the both to a strong identity of the country. Sri
Autobindo writes:

“The whole root of difference between Indian and European
culture springs from the spiritual aim of Indian civilization. It is
the turn which this aim imposes on all the rich and tuguriam variety
of its forms and rhythms that gives to it unique character,” xii,
(The Foundation of Indian Culture)
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Vivekananda combines Vedantic principles with practice.
He was not a philosopher in the traditional sense of the term,
remaining satisfied with mere intellectual exercises. He had a
mission and was a faithful messenger of the ancient Indian culture.
His mission was to lift humankind in all spheres of life, Realising
the stark reality of the Indian messes, he wrote:

*“The nation is sinking, the curse of unnumbered millions
is on our heads-those to whem we have been giving ditch-water to
drink when they have been dying of thirst and while the perennial
river of water was flowing past, the unnumbered millions whom
we have allowed to starve in sight of plenty, the unnumbered
millions to whom we have talked of Advaita and whom we have

hated with all our strength— we are all the same and all are one

~nation should pace with the new millennium-not the
destruction of the past. but a king of new learning which can be
utilized by the experiences of the past,

"My faith is In the younger generation, the modern
generation-they will spread from centre to centre, until we have
covered the whole of India. " xiv. (The Complete Works, v, 223)

Swamiji as a modern thinker, ook forward for the scientific
developments for the betterment of human life-material and
spiritual. But he did not put aside the ancient Indian philosophy
and tradition, His revolt was against dogmas and superstitions, but
not against the established faith and morality of the eastern world.
“Faith, faith, faith in ourselves, faith, faith in God. this is the secret
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of greatness. If you have faith in all the three hundred and thirty
millions of your mythological Gods, and all the Gods which
foreigners have now and again introduced into your midst, and
still have no faith in yourselves, there is no salvation for you. " xv,
(The Complete Works, iii, 190)

Swamiji has a clear message for modern society thriving
in open market economy that life is not about trading. True
happiness, he said, lay in no expectation of return. Man could not
ufford to be trader in love, a trader in virtue and a trader in religion,
To gain this, he had 10 do something quite the opposite of the
business. This is the science of yoga and he said its lessons of
control und concentration of mind, endowed people with eternal
bliss and freedom. He pointed out time and again that attachment
Is the cause of man's misery. To him man alone will be able to get
the best of nature that, having the power of attaching himself to a
thing with all his energy has also the power of detaching himself
when he should do so. The sense of ego is a constant troublemaker.
Unless it is sublimed, there is no reprieve from suffering, But man
ignorantly prefers to stick to it, giving the utmost importance 1o
his individuality, never realizing that it is the greatest obstacle 1o
his growth. Vivekananda's approach was universal and he
whispered into every individual ear the mantra-LIVE THE LIFE.
It means the need to be unselfish. Swamiji feels that Modernity
does not point out a culture or a civilization which is sophisticated
by means of material gains, but, it means the realization of the
actual truth of life-the realization of God.

Finally, what is Vivekananda’s India? Vivekananda’s India
is one, which is eternal India- the India of sacrifices and
renunciation. We must give up our little ambitions and petty
selfishness for the good of the nation. In trains, in buses, in the
streets, in offices-everywhere there is ample opportunity for giving
up our little selves and serving others— which is nothing but our
nation. He spoke and wrote so often and with such intensity of
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feelings, to use the words of the Romantic poet William
Wordsworth, “spontaneous averflow of powerful feelings”. xvi.
(Preface to Lyrical Ballads), that he could hardly find time or be in
the mood 1o pause and refine his sentences. The words gushed out
as it were and carried with them the native masculine energy to
build 8 modern nation by every means.

"You must not depend on any foreign help. Nations, like
individuals, must help themselves. This is real patriotism. If a nation
cannot do that, its time has not yet come. It must wait. " xvii. (The

Complete Works, v, 114).
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